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When any of you has a grievance against another, do you dare to take it to court before the 
unrighteous, instead of taking it before the saints?  Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  Do you 
not know that we are to judge angels—to say nothing of ordinary matters?  If you have ordinary 
cases, then, do you appoint as judges those who have no standing in the church?  I say this to 
your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to decide between one 
believer and another, but a believer goes to court against a believer—and before unbelievers at 
that? 

In fact, to have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather be 
wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and defraud—and believers 
at that. 

Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! 
Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites,  thieves, the greedy, drunkards, 
revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God.  And this is what some of you 
used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:1-11) 

The Freedom and Grace of Forgiven Sinners 

Now there’s your good news reminder for today: 
Whatever grievance you have against another  
Or another has against you, 
Engage the grievance together within the truth  
That each of you are forgiven sinners 
First washed and sanctified yourselves 
From the wrong and fraudulent acts of your life  
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ  
And in the Spirit of our God. 

And there seem to be more than enough grievances 
To go around these days: 



Grievances over masks; 
Grievances of safe distance; 
Grievances over schooling during pandemic; 
Grievances over athletics during pandemic; 
Grievances between political parties; 
Grievances among families across these  
and countless other conflicting points of view. 

And when we address such grievances  
From the humble position of forgiven sinners as Paul suggest, 
Maybe we avoid the added complication  
of airing our grievances in public. 
Maybe we grow in our calling to discern God’s will for resolving the grievance …  
An outcome that always seeks the well-being of all sinners involved  
Over and against one sinner’s victory over another. 

Friends, remember again today 
You are forgiven sinners, 
Washed and sanctified 
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
And the Spirit of our God. 

Enjoy the freedom and grace that identity affords you again today 
Within any grievance you have against another  
And in every other circumstance of your life as well. 

Amen.


