
A Daily Dose of Good News 
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Pastor Steve’s devotion is offered at https://youtu.be/5c4EK353qAQ 

How very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, 

running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 

running down over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of Hermon, 

which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the Lord ordained his blessing, 

life forevermore.   
(Psalm 133) 

Harmony By Design 

Let’s take this 3 verse Psalm  
And whittle down its wisdom even more: 
How very good and pleasant it is 
When kindred live together in unity … 
For there the Lord ordained his blessing 
Life forevermore. 

How the Lord must grieve these days  
All of the acrimony we are choosing today across the world 
Rather than appreciating the harmony 
The Lord desires from us … perhaps even by design. 

I’ve just started a book that has piqued my interest from the very start. 
It’s entitled, Blueprint - The Evolutionary Origins of a Good Society 
Authored by a social scientist named Nicholas Christakis. 

After years of studying the social dynamics of human interaction 
Across the widest possible diversity  
Of culture, ethnicity, race, politics and economics, 
It’s Christakis’ thesis that there is, what he calls,  
a social suite of eight capacities  
At the core of all human societies  
Because they are built into human nature itself. 

Those capacities are  
1. The capacity to have and recognize individual identity 
2. Love for partners and offspring 
3. Friendship 
4. Social networks 
5. Cooperation 
6. Preference for one’s own group (“in-group bias”) 
7. Mild hierarchy (relative egalitarianism) 
8. Social learning and teaching 



While I’m expecting Christakis is going to make  
A more intelligent case for his point 
For confidence in fundamental social order 
Than the simple assurance I’ve come to appreciate through the years; 
Namely, with a few instances of road rage notwithstanding, 
That as long as everyone among all diverse people 
Continues to obey traffic laws, 
We can all hope to get along together for another day. 

Now among Christakis’ social suite, 
The capacity I’m most skeptical about 
Is also the one that perhaps gives me the most hope as well. 
For the preference given to one’s own group, or in-group bias, 
Seems to be at the root of so much acrimony  
That we experience between groups in our human societies today. 

Until anyway, we could come to appreciate 
The identity we all share … every single one of us. 
That is, we are all beloved by God. 

I’m reminded of the Bible lesson from Acts  
That we read every Easter Sunday 
Celebrating the new creation of eternal life 
That Jesus’ resurrection opens for all people. 
Reading from the 10th chapter: 
Then Peter began to speak to them:  
"I truly understand that God shows no partiality,  
But in every nation anyone who fears him  
And does what is right is acceptable to him.  
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,  
Preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all…” 

Friends, may your identity and place of belonging  
Among those whom God loves 
Give you hope and peace for this day 
Even while inspiring you to recognize and promote 
The same identity and place of belonging  
Among all other people in the world as well. 

For Psalmist is wise indeed: 
How very good and pleasant it is 
When kindred live together in unity … 
For there the Lord ordained his blessing 
Life forevermore. 
Amen


