
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	July	12	-	19,	2020	

	

 
Gathering Anew is Delightful 
It was delightful to see people face-to-face for worship again on Sunday along with two hundred or so 
viewers worshipping with us yet from home or the road.  So delightful to gather again for worship around 
the font where we are claimed as God’s children, the table where our faith is fed as God’s family, and the 
pulpit from which God addresses us with the love of Jesus!! 
 

To be sure, it was not the same as worship last March before everyone began sheltering at home during 
the pandemic.  And yet while we didn’t sing, we found new ways to adorn our praise with the organ and 
hymn leader.  While we only spoke the Lord’s Prayer as a group, we heard the confession with new ears 
as the Assisting Minister offered it on behalf of everyone.  While we didn’t greet one another with hugs 
and handshakes (as much as we wanted to!!), we are starting to read each other’s eyes as an indication of 
the deep, full smiles concealed by our masks.  And the best change of all:  We were able to extend our 
worshipping community into homes and locations far and wide thanks to the new AV equipment that 
Matt and Ben Fox have installed for us with the help of Minister of Music Josh Brodbeck. 
 

Sure, we have plenty still to learn and grow:   
• Getting the right sound level for speaking, singing and music… 
• Finding the right mask for me to speak most distinctly and clearly…. 
• Learning how to wear masks so they don’t fog glasses — which ironically enough serves as an 

indicator as to why we are all wearing masks in the first place.  Breath goes everywhere! 
• Focusing brighter light on the pulpit … 
• Replacing the sound equipment that malfunctioned in the second service just as I was starting to 

preach (Trying not to take that too personally!?!) 
 

All-in-all though, what a delightful day to gather anew as church together in the presence of God who 
takes such delight in us and whose Spirit is so clearly at work among us!  I can hardly wait to see where 
the Spirit leads next! 
 

God’s peace, 
Pastor Steve 
 
Recruiting an AV Ministry Team 
Over the course of our sheltering last spring, we gained a new appreciation for engaging people in 
worship at home or on the road.  And while Zoom served as a great resource for us while everyone was 
away from the sanctuary, we have in the meantime discreetly installed AV equipment in the sanctuary so 
that we can continue sharing worship over the internet now that we are gathering there anew.  And yet, 
spiffy as the equipment is, it does not run itself.  So Matt and Ben Fox are inviting any other interested 
persons to learn how the equipment works and share in a rotating schedule of service much like assisting 
ministers and lay readers.   
 



The best way to learn is to watch during a service when the Foxes or another volunteer is running the 
cameras and the soundboard.  Please contact Director for Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson 
(laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org) if you’d like to learn more or get involved. 
 
Prayer Concerns 
We Rejoice With: 
Thomas Stephen Yassenoff and his family on his baptism at Holy Trinity on Sunday, July 5. Thomas’s 
parents are Elizabeth and Erik Yassenoff, along with big sister Ella Jane. Proud grandparents are Paula 
and Dave Fenner and Karen and Skip Yassenoff. 
 

New Prayer Concerns: 
Celeste Chappell-Bates, battling COVID-19 
Gail Svendsen, hospitalized at OSU recovering from a heart catheterization and additional testing 
The family of Vince Dieter, uncle of Amy Schueler, who died last week 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Karen Eicher, whose hand is healing well 
 
Gathering Anew 
The first priority for our plans to Gather Anew at church is to commend and affirm the faithful responsibility 
that everyone is taking with regard to their own level of community interaction.  Only you really know your 
own circumstances.  So please understand we have prepared to worship again in person only when you are 
ready to do so, continuing to provide online worship so that we might gather together as widely as possible.   
 

You will find our worship service at  www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream  
and at the “Online Worship” tab of our website  www.engagedbygrace.org.   
The worship bulletin is still available at   www.engagedbygrace.org/bulletin 
 

For any who are feeling well and want to worship in-person, we gather at our normal times on Sunday 
mornings, 8:30 and 10:30, with an additional service at 11:45 on Wednesdays as well.  As a most safe 
practice, everyone at church is required to wear facial coverings of the mouth and nose.  Extras are available 
just inside the front doors. 
 

Whether online or in-person, we look forward to gathering again for worship with the God who finds new and 
meaningful ways to touch us with grace for us to share with the world. 
 
Soap Collection UPDATE 
Holy Trinity has traditionally collected soap for Lutheran World Relief during the summer months.  We 
were recently informed that there are few requests for it from LWR so we are going to pivot and donate 
the soap closer to home.  First English Lutheran Church, the YWCA Family Center, and Lutheran 
Social Services are all local ministry partners that can put the soap to good use.  If you've purchased soap 
to donate, please put it in the collection bin in the Gathering Place.  Holy Trinity’s goal is to collect 300 
bars of soap by the end of September at which point it will be donated to our outreach partners.  Thanks! 
 
Stewardship Corner 
In Proverbs 27:2 we read, “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth.”  In other words, we should 
not be tooting our own horns.  The apostle Paul proclaims, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord” (2 
Corinthians 10:17).  Our only reason for boasting lies in the Lord.  Without God’s gracious gifts, we are 
nothing, have nothing, and can accomplish nothing.  Let the “self-made-man” examine his life, and he 
will see that without intelligence, ambition, ingenuity, and helpful people along the way, he would not 
have attained success that he enjoys.  All these are gifts from God.  Well-being in any area of our lives 
can be traced back to the goodness of God Who so tenderly watches over us and provides for our needs.  
For more information about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594. 
 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  
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