
HOLY COMMUNION 
Sundays after Pentecost 

July 26, 2020 
 

  
 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                            God of Grace and God of Glory                                                  -J. Brodbeck 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

~Assisting Minister will offer on behalf of us all~ 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 
 

 
Opening Hymn                                                    God of Grace and God of Glory                                               Hymn 705 

            Sung by hymn leader 
God of grace and God of glory, 
on your people pour your pow'r; 
crown your ancient church's story; 
bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 
Cure your children's warring madness; 
bend our pride to your control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 
let we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 
Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of your salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving you whom we adore, 
serving you whom we adore. 



 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 

 
Hymn of Praise 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray, Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your 
kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                                                      1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked 
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go 
out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have 
not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding 
to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 
like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

 
Second Lesson                                                      Romans 8:26-39 
 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom 
he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                         Sung by hymn leader 
 

God's word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. Lord, grant while time shall last your church may hold it fast 

throughout all generations. 
 



Gospel Lesson                                                 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
  

31Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took 
and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, 
he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when 
it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the 
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who 
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” 

 

Sermon                                        
 

Hymn of the Day                                       God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens           Hymn 771 
  Sung by hymn leader 

 

God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance 
through the silent fields of space: 
we, your children in your likeness, 
share inventive pow'rs with you; 
great Creator, still creating, 
show us what we yet may do. 
 
We have ventured worlds undreamed of 
since the childhood of our race; 
known the ecstasy of winging 
through untraveled realms of space; 
probed the secrets of the atom, 
yielding unimagined pow'r, 
facing us with life's destruction 
or our most triumphant hour. 
 
As each far horizon beckons, 
may it challenge us anew: 
children of creative purpose, 
serving others, hon'ring you. 
May our dreams prove rich with promise; 
each endeavor well begun; 
great Creator, give us guidance 
till our goals and yours are one. 

 
Ministry Announcements                  Laura Hudson, Director of Equipping Ministers 
 

Prayers of Intercession       
 

Offering                                          Collected at the door 
 



LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

Great Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion                                           As directed by the Presiding Minister 
 

Blessing 
 

Song after Communion                                           When in Our Music God Is Glorified                                    Hymn 851 
                   Sung by hymn leader 

When in our music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride, 
it is as though the whole creation cried: Alleluia! 
 

So has the church, in liturgy and song, in faith and love, through centuries of wrong, 
borne witness to the truth in ev'ry tongue: Alleluia! 
 

Let ev'ry instrument be tuned for praise; let all rejoice who have a voice to raise; 
and may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia! 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

SENDING 
  

Benediction & Dismissal 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Carolyn and Clyde Cramer in celebration of their wedding anniversary.     
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