
HOLY COMMUNION 
Sundays after Pentecost 

July 12, 2020 
 

  
 
 

Gathering 
 
Prelude                                                                Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                                                   -J. Brodbeck 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

~Assisting Minister will offer on behalf of us all~ 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 
 

 
Opening Hymn                                                      Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                                             Hymn 533 

            Sung by hymn leader 
 

Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there, 
where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
Gracious God, I come before thee; come thou also unto me; 
where we find thee and adore thee, there a heav'n on earth must be. 
To my heart, oh, enter thou, let it be thy temple now! 
 
Here thy praise is gladly chanted, here thy seed is duly sown; 
let my soul, where it is planted, bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
so that all I hear may be fruitful unto life in me. 
 
Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done indeed; 
may I undisturbed draw near thee while thou dost thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 

 
Hymn of Praise 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray, Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to 
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

 
 
Lesson                                                            Isaiah 55:8-13 
 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my 
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which 
I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in 
peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                         Sung by hymn leader 
 

God's word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. Lord, grant while time shall last your church may hold it fast throughout all 
generations. 

 
Gospel Lesson                                             Matthew 12:46--13:1-9, 18-23 
  

46While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to 
him. 47Someone told him, "Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you." 
48But to the one who had told him this, Jesus replied, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?" 49And 
pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! 50For whoever does the will of my Father 
in heaven is my brother and sister and mother."  1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!" 
18Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but 
the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."  

 
Sermon                                        

 



Hymn of the Day                                                     As Rain from the Clouds                                                      Hymn 508 
  Sung by hymn leader 

 
As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth, as snow from the heavens refreshing the land. 
Then soften our soil that the good seed may grow and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 
We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word; we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 
We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 
 
As grain that is scattered your word has been sown on rocks and on roadways, in good earth and sand. 
Make fertile our soil that the good seed may grow and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word; we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 
We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 
 
As rays of the sun shall your word light the world, awaking and warming and healing our land. 
Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may grow and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word; we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 
We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 
 

Ministry Announcements                  Laura Hudson, Director of Equipping Ministers 
 
Prayers of Intercession       
 
Offering                                          Collected at the door 
 
Children’s Sermon 

Liturgy of the Meal 
  

Great Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 



Lord's Prayer 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion                                           As directed by the Presiding Minister 
 
Blessing 
 
Song after Communion                                        The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve                                          Hymn 551  

                   Sung by hymn leader 
The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name 
to bring glad tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim. 
 
We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 
 
We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 
 
Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 
God's Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus' name. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Sending 

  
Benediction & Dismissal 

 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Janet Mount-Campbell in memory of her mom Marion Bueffel on what would 
have been her 100th birthday on July 15th.     
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