
Gathering Anew Guidelines

General Understanding for All Church Gatherings During a Pandemic

The Parish Health Team offers these guidelines after a full review of scientific, medical, 
regulatory and health department guidance. Please understand that the risk of contracting 
COVID-19 exists whenever you gather until a vaccine is widely in use.

Council Approved Norms for Gathering Anew at Church
- Everyone who comes to church commits to being free of COVID-19 symptoms (see below).

- Everyone will enter the building through the four glass doors at the main entrance and exit the 
building by the service entrance (see floor plan) which will be clearly marked.

- Out of loving regard for the health of others, we ask that everyone wear a facial covering of 
the mouth and nose — either your own or one provided for you at the entrance of the church.  
If anyone chooses not to wear facial covering, others may choose to leave to avoid the added 
health risk.

- All meetings will take place in the Sanctuary or the Conference Room with clearly posted 
attendee limits. Please maintain the seating as it is set for safe distancing.

- The Kitchen may be only used by appointments scheduled through the church office.

- The Library will be used as the location for anyone who becomes sick while at church and 
awaiting transport.

- The Bathroom hallway is too narrow for people to pass at a safe distance. All traffic will be 
directed to enter that hallway from the main office and exit that hallway through Grace Hall at 
the Pastor’s office. Please observe all posted directional and informational signage.

- The Women’s Bathroom will be limited to 3 persons, the Men’s Bathroom limited to 2 
persons, and a designated waiting area marked at the end of the hallway. Please observe 
safe distancing practices in all these areas and throughout the building.

- The Child Development Program will meet in the summer in separate spaces.

- All other areas of the building will be closed to regular church activities, including all 
basement areas, the Northwest Blvd and Playground entrances and considered off-limits.

- Hand-sanitizer will be strategically positioned throughout all accessible areas.

- All meeting room surfaces will be disinfected by the group or leader after each meeting.

- The building will be professionally cleaned in intervals that comply with these guidelines.

Worship Protocols
- With the completion and adoption of these guidelines for Gathering Anew and having 

acquired the necessary equipment and supplies to implement the guidelines, in-person 
worship will resume at our normal times of 8:30am and 10:30am on Sundays starting July 5 
and 11:45am on Wednesdays starting July 8.

- While the sanctuary occupancy limit is 500 people, we will remove the upholstered pew 
chairs and safely distance ~120 chairs that can be readily sanitized between services.  
Several arm chairs will also be reserved for those who benefit from assistance when rising 
from a chair.   Members may bring a personal chair pad for their own use and take it home 
again following each event at church.



- We are committed to online worship as a regular feature of our ministry going forward and 
encourage any to continue worshipping in that way as long as they want.  

- Singing and unison reading will be used with discretion to minimize potential viral spread and 
in accordance with current science and physical plant design.

- The order for worship will be announced or printed without the use of hymnals.

- Baptisms will be performed in accordance with current safety considerations. 

- Offering will be collected at the door, electronically or by US mail. Thank you.

- Communion will be offered with prepackaged elements which will be made available at each 
service. Please observe all posted signage and verbal instructions. Home communion will 
resume for any who desire it as well.

- Passing the Peace will be observed without physical touch but with joy and creativity.

- Services will be designed to last approximately 45 minutes and dismissal will be by seating 
section for safe distancing.

Other Considerations
- One person will take attendance at all church gatherings to serve as a resource for any 

contact tracing related to a reported infection. These will remain confidential and under 
control of the church office.

- Anyone who, after being at church, finds that they have a COVID-19 infection is asked to 
inform the church office as soon as possible to initiate contact tracing and appropriate 
disinfecting measures.  

- Sunday school ministries will continue with at-home resources and resume in the Fall 
pending health guidance at that time.

- Other meetings will take place in-person or online as each group decides.

- Communications Plan
• Staff will continue to offer a Daily Dose of Good News.
• WEEKLY newsletter updates will continue via email and US mail to non-email users.
• Bi-monthly pastoral care will be offered to homebound members.
• Staff will begin working on ministry program for regular spiritual and mental health care 

check-ins with all member households.

- Covid-19 symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion 
or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea.


