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Our service today is a mixture of  joy and sorrow; sorrow in saying goodbye to Carol and yet joy in knowing 
that she is with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is also a service of  triumph and hope for those of  us gathered 
here because we know we are making the same journey home.  Finally, today is a celebration of  Carol's 

baptismal covenant made long ago and now complete. 
 

PRELUDE 

INVOCATION 
Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of  all mercies and the God 
of  all consolation.  God comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their 
sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

Thanks be to God. 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of  the Father, we too might live a new life.  For if  we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 

HYMN                                               Shall We Gather at the River                                          

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of  God? 

Refrain 
Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of  God. 

On the margin of  the river, washing up its silver spray, 
we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.    Refrain 

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 
grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.   Refrain 

Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of  peace.   Refrain 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  

 Let us pray.  O God of  grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister Carol. We 
thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 
swallowed up in the victory of  our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and 
hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of  all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



FIRST LESSON                             Isaiah 40:28-31 
  
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of  the ends of  the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 
 30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,  
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
 they shall walk and not faint. 

PSALM 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters;  3he restores my soul.  
 He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.  4Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
 I fear no evil;  for you are with me;  your rod and your staff  —  they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me  in the presence of  my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of  the LORD my whole life long. 

SECOND LESSON           Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
31What then are we to say about these things? If  God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of  us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of  
God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of  Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 37No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

GOSPEL                                John 15:9-14 
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If  you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete.  12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. 14You are my 
friends if  you do what I command you. 

  
MEDITATION 

HYMN                              Be Not Afraid 

You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of  thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of  God and live. 

Refrain:   
Be not afraid. I go before you always.  Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 



If  you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If  you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. 
If  you stand before the pow'r of  hell and death is at your side, 
know that I am with you through it all.       Refrain 

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh. 
And if  wicked tongues insult and hate you all because of  me, blessed, blessed are you! Refrain 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried;  he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER 

SERVICE OF COMMENDATION 
Into your hands, merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Carol.  Acknowledge, we humbly 
beseech you, a sheep of  your own flock, a sinner of  your own redeeming.  Receive her into the 
arms of  your mercy, into the blessed rest of  everlasting peace and into the glorious company of  
the saints in light.  Amen. 

HYMN                                       Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound                                   

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.                      

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 

      Let us go forth in peace.  In the name of  Christ.  Amen. 
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