
A Daily Dose of Good News 
Monday, June 15, 2020  

Pastor Steve’s devotion is offered live at https://youtu.be/0R94xQvyli4 

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 
saying,  “My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the 
land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites.  Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I 
have given to you, as I promised to Moses.  From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory.  No one 
shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I 
will not fail you or forsake you.  Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of 
the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to 
act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go.  This book of the law shall not depart 
out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance 
with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be 
successful.  I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”   Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people,  “Pass 
through the camp, and command the people: ‘Prepare your provisions; for in three days you are to cross 
over the Jordan, to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God gives you to 
possess.’”  (Joshua 1:1-11) 

Be Bold, Be Strong 

As our era of remote ministry 
Oozes now into the season of Vacation Bible School, 
Our Bible passage for today brings to mind  
A favorite Bible School song that we used several years ago: 

Be bold!  (echo: Be bold!) 
Be strong! (echo: Be strong!) 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
Be bold!  (echo: Be bold!) 
Be strong! (echo: Be strong!) 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
I am not afraid. 
I am not dismayed. 
Cuz’ I’m walking faith and victory. 
Come one and walk in faith and victory 
For the Lord the your God is with you. 

You can find a VBS version of the song at this YouTube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_FrxkWH0TY 

While that’s not a video from one of our own VBS events, 
Just see if you don’t recognize some of our own little saints  
In the personality of the little saints singing there. 
I know I do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_FrxkWH0TY


It’s a fun VBS Song 
And a meaningful VBS Song 
Even if we are thoughtful about the context from which it’s drawn. 

It’s important for us to remember that the first chapters of Joshua  
Recount The Israelites sweeping into the Promised Land 
By swiftly and violently conquering  
the evil Canaanites who had been living there. 
The tradition of Judges, on the other hand,  
Depicts the Israelites movement into the land of Canaan 
As less cohesive infiltration with skirmishes here and there. 

And then there are other indicators via scripture and archeology 
That perhaps the Conquest includes a measure of internal peasant revolt 
As a number of cities were not destroyed with fighting 
But rather seemed to accept the Israelites more willingly. 

Whatever the actual circumstances might have been, 
They were sure to sure to be complicated. 
And Christians have misappropriated them  
In some very unfortunate ways through the course of history: 
With the marauding Crusaders  
Charging against the Muslim Turks and Jews 
Carried banners saying, “This is God’s will”. 
And European explorers exterminated tribes of peaceful Indians 
In the name of their holy mission for God. 

As Christians today  
We interpret those complex circumstances quite differently  
Through the lens of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The one who at his birth was named Emmanuel — God with us; 
Very consistent with the good news gospel for text today: 
Be bold, be strong, for the Lord your God is with you. 

Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection have revealed though 
that God doesn’t establish justice by force and physical violence 
Anymore than God gathers God’s people for witness to the world  
By displacing and marginalizing other people. 
God in Christ Jesus enters into our injustice and accompanies us there. 
Then the gift of God’s spirit calls us to gather  
And accompany each other for the sake of the world 
With a justice that includes all. 

Gathered together like that. around Christ Jesus, Emmanuel: 
Be strong … be bold … for the Lord your God is with you!   
Amen. 


