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Guidelines for Gathering at Church as Soon and Safely as possible.

General Understanding for All Church Gatherings during Pandemic
While the Parish Health Team offers these protocols after a full review of scientific, medical, 
regulatory and health department guidance to help our congregation gather anew as soon as 
possible, please understand that the risk of contracting the COVID-19 virus exists whenever 
gathering at church or anywhere else until a vaccine is available.

Council Approved Norms for Gathering Anew at Church
- Everyone who comes to church commits to a body temperature below 99.4 and being free of 

COVID-19 symptoms:  fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion 
or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea

- Each staff member will sign-in and verify health compliance each time they come to work at 
church.

- Everyone will enter the building through the four glass doors at the main entrance and exit the 
building by the service entrance through the office suite with all doors propped open, each 
passageway marked accordingly.

- Out of loving regard for the health of others, we ask that everyone wear a facial covering of 
the mouth and nose — either your own or one provided for you at the entrance of the church.  
If anyone chooses not to wear facial covering, others may choose to leave to avoid the added 
health risk.

- All meetings will take place in the Sanctuary (for up to 100 people) or the Conference Room 
(for up to 20 people) — each preset for safe distance gatherings.

- The Kitchen may be used by appointment only for outreach meal preparation.
- The Library will be used to isolate anyone who becomes sick while at church until the person 

can be safely transported for medical attention.
- No meetings will take place in the Offices, Library or Nursery.
- Since the Bathroom hallway is too narrow for people to pass at a safe distance, only one 

person at a time will use the corridor.  

- The Women’s Bathroom will be limited to 3 persons, the Men’s Bathroom limited to 2 person, 
and a designated waiting area marked at the far end of the hallway.

- The Child Development Program will meet in the summer in totally separate spaces:  
• Upstairs classrooms, Grace Hall and the Nursery.
• There will be no crossover with other ministry activity at the church.

- All other areas of the building will be closed to regular church activities, including all 
basement areas, the Northwest Blvd and Playground entrances.

- Hand-sanitizer will be widely available at high traffic locations strategically positioned 
throughout the church building.

- All surfaces will be disinfected by group leaders after each meeting and professionally each 
week, with additional days included as activity at the church increases.

- These protocols and other CDC guidelines will be posted throughout the building. 



Worship Protocols
- With the goal of making each gathering as safe or safer than going to grocery, we will resume 

in-person worship services either indoors or outdoors once the Ohio Department of Health 
advises that groups of 50 people can meet.

- To help manage group size, we will use congregational input to set various worship times 
during the week from which everyone may signup online or by telephone to attend.

- Online worship which will remain a fully recognized feature of our worship ministry. 
- For cleaning purposes, all upholstered seating will be replaced with metal chairs spaced for 

social distance and disinfected between each use.
- Singing and unison reading will be used with discretion since such vocalizations carry the 

virus a greater distance over a longer time than even a cough or a sneeze.  That discretion 
will be informed by current investigations into the exchange rate of our sanctuary air units.

- The order for worship may be announced or printed without the use of hymnals.
- Baptisms will performed with pastor applying water using a pour vessel and small children 

being held by their own parents or sponsors. 
- Offering will be collected at the door, electronically or by US mail.
- Communion will be offered with prepackaged elements which will be placed at each seat 

before the service by an Altar Minister wearing a mask and gloves.
- Home communion elements will be delivered in sanitized packaging to the doorway (without 

entering the home) of any who choose to receive it that way.
- Passing of the Peace may be offered without physical touch; that is, no hand-shaking and 

hugs.
- Since the duration of a meeting is an infection risk factor as well, services will last 

approximately 45 minutes, ending with dismissal by seating section for safe distancing.

Other Ministry Considerations
- One person will take attendance at all church gatherings to serve as a resource for any 

contact tracing related to a reported infection.
- Anyone who, after being at church, finds that they have a COVID-19 infection is asked to 

inform the church office as soon as possible to initiate contact tracing and appropriate 
disinfecting measures.  

- Sunday school ministries will continue with at-home resources and resume in the Fall 
pending health guidance at that time.

- Other meetings will take place in-person or online as each group decides.
- Communications Plan

• Staff will continue to offer a Daily Dose of Good News.
• WEEKLY newsletter updates will continue via email and US mail to non-email users.
• Bi-monthly pastoral care will be offered to homebound members.
• Staff will begin working on ministry program for regular spiritual and mental health care 

check-ins with all member households.


