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 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to 
the Desert of Sinai.  After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped 
there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is 
what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you[a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the 
Lord had commanded him to speak. The people all responded together, “We will do everything the Lord 
has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the Lord. 
 The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear 
me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then Moses told the Lord what the people 
had said.  (Exodus 19:1-9) 

Created in the Image of God … not a Virus 

Well that settles it then. 

God says, “I am the one who had given you life  
And restored you to life after times got bad. 
Now if you will obey me fully and keep my covenant, 
Then out of all the world you will be my greatest treasure.” 

And God’s people say:  “We will do everything the Lord has said.” 
That settles it. 
And if that doesn’t settle,  
the next part of the story does. 

Once the people agree to obey the Lord fully, 
God invited Moses up on Mount Sinai 
And gives Moses the 10 commandments  
Which God’s treasured people will keep as covenant. 

Maybe you can remember them with me today (answers at the bottom! ;-): 

And Moses came down the mountain this commandments on his heart 
and confirmed: “Here’s the deal” 
This is what it means to keep God’s covenant. 
And he declared all the commands for the people. 
And in unison they respond: 
We will do everything the Lord has said. 
That has to settle it … or not. 



For just as soon as Moses goes back up the mountain 
To get the stone-tablet-friendly version of the commandments 
Written by God’s finger, 
Aaron and all God’s people start hedging their best 
Casting aside already the first and greatest commandment  
About God alone being God 
As they smelted all their jewelry together 
And worshipped the golden calf as their god. 

It turns out the faithfulness of God’s people is not entirely steadfast. 
Because God has created us in the image of God 
With free will and the opportunity for love  
For all its joy, if vulnerability. 

God has created us in the image of God 
Rather than, say, creating us in the image of a virus 
Programmed to responded in a specific way amid specific circumstances 
Without the individual will nor ability to choose a different response. 

God chose the more loving and challenging way with us 
Those whom he treasures 
Not according to our faithfulness though 
But according to God’s own faithfulness. 
As the declared by the Psalm appointed for this day as well: 
  
We wait in hope for the Lord; 
    he is our help and our shield.  
In him our hearts rejoice, 
    for we trust in his holy name. 
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
    even as we put our hope in you.  (Psalm 33:20-22) 

Amen. 

Check your answers:  10 Commandments 
1. God, alone, is God.  You shall have no other gods before. 
2. You shall to use the Lord’s name in vain. 
3. Remember the sabbath, keep it holy. 
4. Honor your father and mother. 
5. You shall not murder. 
6. You shall not commit adultery. 
7. You shall not steal. 
8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor 
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house and possessions. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife and living relationships.


