
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAYS AFTER EASTER 

May 17, 2020 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
We are blessed to gather as a community of  faith from our own homes this morning. 

You will find the worship bulletin at www.engagedbygrace.org/bulletin. 
Offering may be contributed at www.engagedbygrace.org/offering. 

This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 



PRELUDE                                                    Prelude                                                -William Harris 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

OPENING HYMN.                                   Come, Thou Almighty King                            Hymn 408 

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing; 
help us to praise; Father all-glorious, 
o'er all victorious, come and reign over us, 
Ancient of  Days. 
 
Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear 
in this glad hour! Thou who almighty art, 
rule now in ev'ry heart, never from us depart, 
Spirit of  pow'r. 
 
To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be 
hence evermore! Thy sov'reign majesty 
may we in glory see, and to eternity 
love and adore. 

GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray, Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of  all your children, and give to all the world 
the Spirit of  your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



FIRST LESSON                                                Acts 17:22-31 

22Paul stood in front of  the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of  
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world 
and everything in it, he who is Lord of  heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself  gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of  their existence and the 
boundaries of  the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and 
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of  us. 
28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of  your own poets have 
said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of  mortals. 30While God has overlooked 
the times of  human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a 
man whom he has appointed, and of  this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.” 

Word of  God, Word of  Life.  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND LESSON                                         1 Peter 3:13-22 
   
13Who will harm you if  you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if  you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse 
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if  suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also 
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when 
God waited patiently in the days of  Noah, during the building of  the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of  dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of  God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Word of  God, Word of  Life.  Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                               

 

GOSPEL              John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If  you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the 
Spirit of  truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself  to them.” 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY                           Come Down, O Love Divine                                         Hymn 804 

Come down, O Love divine; seek thou this soul of  mine 
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near; within my heart appear    
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
Oh, let it freely burn, till worldly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the pow'r of  human telling; 
no soul can guess Love's grace till it become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived  
by the Holy Spirit, born of  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

In the name of  the Father, 
and of  the ☩ Son, 
and of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of  baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of  baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty,  
You are the river of  life,You are the everlasting wellspring,  
You are the fire of  rebirth. 
Glory to You for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams:   
The Olentangy, Scioto and Ohio Rivers. The Great Lakes and majestic oceans. 
Honor to You for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.   
Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in You.  
You are the fountain of  resurrection. 
Praise to You for your saving waters:  
Noah and the animals survive the flood.   
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock.   
Naaman washes his leprosy away,  
And the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

Praise to You for the water of  baptism and for Your Word.   
That saves us in this sacrament.   
Breathe Your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation.   
Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears.  
Wash away the sin within us & drown the evil around us. 
Satisfy all our thirst with Your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and always.  Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                                    Let All Things Now Living                                 Hymn 881 

Let all things now living a song of  thanksgiving 
to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
who still guides us on to the end of  our days. 
God's banners are o'er us, God's light goes before us, 
a pillar of  fire shining forth in the night, 
till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
as forward we travel from light into light. 
 
God rules all the forces: the stars in their courses 
and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
the deeps of  the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration a song let us raise 
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:  
"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death, lift you up and restore you to 
wholeness. Amen. 
Jesus Christ, the Word of  life, bless you and send you to be his witnesses. Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh you in the gift of  baptism this day 
and always. Amen. 

SENDING 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

POSTLUDE                                                  


