
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Holy Saturday- Service of Lament and Healing

10:30am, Saturday, April 11, 2020

Prelude 

Greeting & Explanation of Service

Invocation

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we will certainly be united 
with Him in a resurrection like His. (Romans 6:3-5)

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, You are the river of life,You are the everlast-
ing wellspring, You are the fire of rebirth.

Glory to You for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams: The Olentangy, Scioto and Ohio 
Rivers. The Great Lakes and majestic oceans.

Honor to You for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, 
above us: our life is born in You. You are the fountain of resurrection.

Praise to You for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood. The Israelites 
escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy 
away, And the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.

Praise to You for the water of baptism and for Your Word. That saves us in this sacrament. 
Breathe Your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days. 
Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.

Satisfy all our thirst with Your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and always. Amen

Meditation on Waiting



Litany of Lament- Ezekiel 37:1-14

“The hand of the Lord came upon me, and He brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  He said to me, ‘Mortal, can 
these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’  Then, He said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the Word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord 
God to these bones:  I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’  

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them.  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:  
Thus says the Lord God:  Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’  I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

Then He said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’  Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord God:  I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people.  I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil, then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Lamentations

Hear now, O God, our lamentations and pleas for healing, lifted to You silently or aloud, 
while seated and continuing to pray or as we light a candle. With deep appreciation and grati-
tude for the abundance of Your goodness, that You provide for us in so many ways that we do 
not deserve, help us now, as we carry together:

Burdens of physical and emotional distress for ourselves and those we love,

Burdens of strained relationships,

Burdens of local, national and global affairs,

Concern for ecological apathy and abuse,

Doubts of faith and spiritual struggles.

Congregational members light their own candles as appropriate.  

The worship leader concludes: “In your great mercy … hear us, O God, and heal us”



Promise for Healing

God of peace and reconciliation, we bring these intercessions before You, knowing that You 
hear us as You have promised, and answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Deepen our trust in Your promises and strengthen the bonds of our commu-
nity as we bear together these concerns Use us as instruments of Your peace and witness to 
Your eternal goodness. Even as You taught us to pray…

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal- Philippians 4:6-9, 11b-14

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all un-
derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is any-
thing worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  

…for I have learned to be content with whatever I have.  I know what it is to have little, and I 
know what it is to have plenty.  In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of be-
ing well-fed and of going hungry, or having plenty and of being in need.  I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me.  In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress”.     

May this community be blessed and strengthened in sharing one another’s burdens.  May the 
God of all consolation, bless and comfort each and every one of you, in your waiting.   May 
God grant you hope all the days of your life, restore you to health, grant you salvation, fill 
your heart with peace, and lead you to eternal life. Almighty God bless you, the Father, the ☩ 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Prayer partners are available by phone from 11am- 1pm on Saturday for individual petitions. 

(513 581-6006- Vicar Sara)  (614 579- 8128- Pastor Steve) 


