
 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Daily Dose of Good News 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
 

At 10:30 today, this devotional will be offered online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HXrTw3dj2c      
 and will remain available throughout the day.  

 
 
 
Good morning Church! 
 
It’s Vicar Sara.  Happy you’re here with us today.  It is March 24th and our text for 
today is from Isaiah, chapter 42, verses 14-21 is what I’m supposed to read to you, but 
I thought I would backup a little bit and read you verse 13 as well, for context.  I’m 
sure, Carl, you’ll appreciate that.  Here we go: 
 
“The Lord goes forth like a soldier,  
like a warrior He stirs up His fury; 
He cries out, He shouts aloud, 
He shows himself mighty against His foes.   
 
For a long time I have held my peace, 
I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor,  
I will gasp and pant. 
I will lay waste mountains and hills,  
and dry up all their herbage; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, 
and dry up the pools. 
I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, 
by paths that have not known 
I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, 
the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I will do, 
and I will not forsake them.   
They shall be turned back and utterly put to shame- 
those who trust in carved images,  
who say to cast images,  
“You are our gods”.    
 
Listen you that are deaf; 
And you that are blind, look up and see!   
Who is blind but my servant, 
Or deaf like my messenger whom I send? 



 

 

Who is blind like my dedicated one,  
Or blind like the servant of the Lord? 
He sees many things, but does not observe them; 
his ears are open but he does not hear. 
The Lord was pleased, for the sake of his righteousness,  
To magnify his teaching and make it glorious”. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A few aspects of this text jumped out at me, when I read it.  First, I love the powerful 
imagery at the beginning about the Lord going forth like a soldier, specifically like a 
warrior.  And while we know that we have both males and females in our armed forces, 
being warriors in this day,  In this Biblical text the warrior is listed specifically as male, 
as “he”.  That is the essence that they want to convey about a warrior in this example- 
is a warrior bringing their everything- full throttle into battle.    
 
Likewise, they also bring the imagery of a woman- bringing aspects of herself full 
throttle in labor.  For anyone who has gone through labor can tell you- it is a full throttle 
experience.  As a mom of three kids, I know whether that was a 12 hour experience, a 
4 hour experience or a 1 hour and 1 minute experience- it was me bringing everything I 
had- to that moment.  So I really appreciate having both a male example and a female 
example.   
 
In that male example, I kept thinking of the movie “Braveheart” of where you have 
these vast, seas of armies, that are on the field, they are dressed for battle, geared up, 
ready to go, swords drawn, bows drawn, and they charge ahead, and they’re ready to 
crash into each other.  In that, they are full throttle, bringing it, everything they have, 
into those moments. 
 
Then, in this text is this component of God saying “I will lead the blind by a road they 
do not know, by paths they have not known, I will guide them. I will turn the darkness 
before them into light, the rough places into level ground.  These are the things that I 
will do and I will not forsake them”.  
 
And I think those tender words are exactly what we need to hear on March 24, in our 
first day of shelter in place in Ohio.  God reminding us:  “I will not leave you.  I will not 
forsake you in that.  I am going to lead you on paths that are unknown to you”.   
 
Because these paths are unknown to us.  We have never been in a pandemic like this 
before and we don’t know what lies ahead. And it does feel like rough ground under 
our feet.  We’re stumbling, bumbling and fumbling around in this, worried that we’re 
going to twist our ankle or worse, and it’s a precarious position.  It’s hard, difficult and 
strenuous. It’s not automatic pilot or easy by any stretch of the imagination.   
 



 

 

I think it is so sweet that God says, “I will take those rough paths and make them 
smooth”.  That God is going to walk in this with us, and that is how God is bringing it 
full throttle.  God is bringing the essence of Godself to be with us in this time, which is 
this unfamiliar path, God is bringing all of Godself to be present and near, to comfort 
and guide us, completely and totally.   God is bringing Godself, to care for us in the 
midst of these uncertain and unknown paths.   
 
I love that In the NIV version of this text, it actually says, “I will take them by the hand”.  
I think of all of our young parents in the congregation, who I get to see you bring your 
adorable children every Sunday, and you take them by the hand, their little tiny hand in 
yours, or you hold them in your arms, or you walk next to them, or you put your arm on 
their shoulder or around them, or whatever that looks like.  It might look different if you 
have a teenager, because they might shrug away.  But whether it’s your small child, or 
your teenager, or your college student who’s just returned to do classes remotely, the 
idea of, “I will take them by the hand”, that God offers us that same parental, loving, 
gentleness, care, concern, affection, grace, and companionship, in the midst of this 
rough path.  This unknown path which we have before us. 
 
So, I want you to remember, today and in all future days, that God says: 
 
“I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, 
by paths they have not known 
I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light,   
the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I will do, and I will not forsake them”.   
 
It is a hard and strenuous path at this moment.  But it will not always stay this way. 
God is promising that God will be with us and that God will make it into level ground- 
that God will make it easier for us.  God will help us in this.   
 
Have a great day everybody,  
- Vicar Sara 
  
 
 


