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Pastor Steve’s devotion is also available on video at https://youtu.be/xJFStRwBgWU 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 
to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem.  As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.   “Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.” 

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 
Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him 
by the hand into Damascus.  For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything… 

Then Ananias went to the house [in Damascus where Saul had stayed] and [Ananias] entered it. 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the 
road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.”  Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. 
He got up and was baptized,  and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  Saul spent 
several days with the disciples in Damascus.  At once he began to preach in the synagogues that 
Jesus is the Son of God. 
(Acts 9:1-9; 17-20) 

****************************************************************** 

You never let a serious crisis go to waste.  
And what I mean by that it's an opportunity  
to do things you think you could not do before. 

This adage offered within the administration of a recent president  
Seems to echo the wisdom gleaned by Paul on the road to Damascus  
Which anticipates a wisdom unfolding among us amid the coronavirus crisis. 

Paul was a pharisee among the Jews 
Whose was known to persecute Christians even unto death. 



And when on the way to Damascus  
To drag such infidels back to Jerusalem for punishment, 
The resurrected Christ confronts him with the error of his way 
And strikes him blind 
Perhaps to teach him a lesson 
For not having seen that Jesus indeed was the Son of God. 
After spending three day in blindness, 
The same amount of time, in that day and age, 
To be sure a dead person was really dead. 

And according to Jesus vision, Ananias approached Saul 
Lays his hands on him  
And as soon as the crisis of scales have fallen from his eyes 
Saul is baptized in Christ and begins to preach the gospel of Jesus. 
The crisis helped him see the light of the error in his ways 
And he turned his life to service in the name of the living God. 

The crisis of covid19 is a serious crisis indeed. 
A crisis that has already cost many their lives  
And is sure to cost many more 
To say nothing of the life-style costs to all the rest of us… 
A reminder of our individual insufficiency and need for redemption. 

Nonetheless,  
Christ Jesus who suffered death on a cross  
Raised again 3 days later, 
Stands with us now in our suffering with the promise of resurrection. 
And already you can see signs of it. 

While there is no rationalization for the tragic sickness and death 
At the hands of this virus, 
This virus does not get the last word for us. 
Jesus gets the last word and the last word is life  
Life that blossoms after winter like the daffodils in yards around us 
And we take not of the new and inventive ways  
That God’s people keep to their mission  
Even as we are largely confined to our own homes. 
Online worship 
Internet meetings 
Newly intentional connection with all members of the community. 

In our homes, we’re finding time for conversations  
That for months had been swept away by bustling calendars. 



Concern for family and friends that for months lie dormant 
Breaks through in a phone call, a card, a package of food for a person in need. 

And here are a couple other examples from around the globe 
Shared by a friend after my Periscope broadcast earlier this morning: 
Harbor waters in Venice are clearing and wildlife is returning, 
And smog is lifting in China 

The good news Jesus expressed in the love of neighbor 
Is being expressed in new ways that wouldn’t have been considered otherwise. 

You never let a serious crisis go to waste.  
And what I mean by that it's an opportunity  
to do things you think you could not do before. 

Be safe.  Be well. 

Pastor Steve


