
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Daily Dose of Good News 

Monday, March 16, 2020 

At 10:30 today, this devotional will be offered online at engagedbygrace.org/livestream           
 and will remain available throughout the day. 

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father  
and from Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, in truth and love. 

I was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth,  
just as we have been commanded by the Father.  

But now, dear lady, I ask you, not as though I were writing you a new commandment,  
but one we have had from the beginning, let us love one another.  
And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments;  

this is the commandment just as you have heard it from the beginning —  
you must walk in it.  

 (2 John 3-6) 

I all my days could gladly spend 

Hey there, friends! 
This is the first of an unknowable number of daily devotionals 
That I and others among us at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church will be offering 
While our lives are disrupted by the coronavirus outbreak around the world. 
And that unknowable number of days is actually  
Central to the message I’d like to share with you today. 

The infectious disease scientist are telling us 
That this virus spreads through the human population exponentially; 
That is, first 1 person gets it, then 2, then 4, the 8, the 16, 32, 64, 128, 256 … 
And before you know it in the span of just a few weeks  
Thousands and tens of thousands are infected. 
And the scientists chart this spread with lines curve up and up and up 
Until there’s no more people to infect and the line starts curving down 
Until hardly anyone is being infected anymore.   

So while we don’t know how fast that line of infected people is going rise … 
And actually the slower it rises the better  
So that it doesn’t overwhelm the doctors and nurses and hospitals  
Who are caring for these infected person …  
So while we don’t know how fast that line of infected people is going rise … 
And we don’t know when the line will turn down for us the way it has turned down in China, 
We do know that, eventually, it will turn down and stop infecting people. 

http://engagedbygrace.org/livestream


Yet daunting as that is (and it is daunting), 
Here’s the good news: 
Even once the curve of infected people finally turns down, 
The curve of God’s love among us is going to keep on rising … 
Not exponentially but rather infinitely. 

In the Bible passage for today,  
Selected from the daily list of bible passages that we use on Sundays too, 
John is affirming the love shown by a disciple of Jesus and her household… 
A love which sprang first from God who created the world  
And humans in God’s image, 
That together we might live and grow in love forever. 

It’s a pattern of love that was soon charted among God’s people with commands 
To love the lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your strength 
And love your neighbor as yourself. 
A love that rises through the eons 
Until Jesus comes in love so pure the world can’t stand it. 
Though even when they kill him, 
God raises him again to keep on loving … not exponentially but infinitely. 

So no matter how long the coronavirus may spread and disrupt our lives these days, 
God’s love for us, reflected in our love for each other, will keep on growing still! 

As a reminder for yourselves at home, 
You might start journaling a list of all God’s love that you experience and witness in the world. 
If you have kids, you might have them add a link to a paper chain 
For every act of love that they can name … 
An unending chain of God loving us through Christ Jesus our Lord  
Growing among us through our love for each other in his name. 

As I was laying bed this morning, 
Lolling half asleep with the John passage echoing in my head. 
An song came to mind that was written to the words of poem by Samuel Crossman, 
My Song is Love Unknown, 
Not unknown as is nobody has ever known it,  
But rather unknown as in it’s too great to know infinite. 

I’ll end with the poem 
Even as I invite you to reply to this email with any thoughts it might bring to mind for you, 
With any news you would like the church to know 
Any support the church might might offer you 
And any availability you might have to us meet the needs of others,  
Reflecting the infinite love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 



My Song is Love Unknown 
Samuel Crossman 

My song is love unknown,  
My Saviour's love to me,  
Love to the loveless shown,  
That they might lovely be,  
O, who am I,  
That for my sake  
My Lord should take  
Frail flesh, and die? 

He came from his blest throne,  
Salvation to bestow;  
But men made strange, and none  
The longed-for Christ would know.  
But O, my Friend,  
My Friend indeed,  
Who at my need  
His life did spend! 

Sometimes they strew his way,  
And his sweet praises sing;  
Resounding all the day  
Hosannas to their King.  
Then 'Crucify!'  
Is all their breath,  
And for his death  
They thirst and cry. 

Why, what hath my Lord done?  
What makes this rage and spite?  
He made the lame to run,  
He gave the blind their sight.  
Sweet injuries!  
Yet they at these  
Themselves displease,  
And 'gainst him rise. 

They rise, and needs will have  
My dear Lord made away;  
A murderer they save,  
The Prince of Life they slay.  
Yet cheerful he  
To suffering goes,  
That he his foes  
From thence might free. 

In life no house, no home,  
My Lord on earth might have;  
In death no friendly tomb,  
But what a stranger gave.  
What may I say?  
Heav'n was his home;  
But mine the tomb  
Wherein he lay. 

Here might I stay and sing,  
No story so divine;  
Never was love, dear King,  
Never was grief like thine!  
This is my Friend,  
In whose sweet praise  
I all my days  
Could gladly spend. 


