
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	November	24	–	December	1,	2019	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
 7:30 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
 8:30 am – Worship with Communion  
 9:30 am – Learning and Fellowship Hour 
 10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
 4:00 pm – Service of Lament & Healing 
   
Current Ministry Opportunities 
Please see the related articles in the body of the newsletter for more information on the opportunities listed below: 
 

v A - I/We would like to nominate the person(s) named on the card to serve a 3-year term on church council. 
v B -  I/We will purchase a poinsettia(s) for Christmas Eve. 

 
New This Week 
Vicar’s Perspective 
As Advent begins, we focus on the wonderful news that “unto us a Child is Born…” 
 

A Wonderful Child, a Holy Child, A Savior Child being BORN!!!  It’s so EXCITING!! 
 

Being a mother, and having three children, I can tell you all kinds of things about children being born… maybe more 
than you’d like to hear… 
 

As a mother, I bring that perspective to interpreting the Biblical texts.   
 

I’m sure I’m not the only mother who views the coming of Jesus the Messiah through that lens.   
 

There are:  Birth mothers, Adoptive mothers, Foster mothers, Grandmothers, Mothers in Heart & Spirit, Mothers of 
babies who have died, Mothers of miscarried babies, Mothers of babies given in adoption, Mothers whose hopes and 
dreams did not come to fruition, Mothers of healthy babies, and Mothers of babies who are differently abled, and 
Women who did not become mothers by choice or circumstance.   
 

We all come from mothers in some way, shape, or form. 
 

As worship texts shift from Luke to Matthew for the next church year, Matthew begins with the genealogy of Jesus, and 
this genealogy, includes five specific women, four of whom are specifically named.  This, in itself is shocking, since 
women weren’t often mentioned, let alone specifically named, in the culture, or in the Bible.   
 

However, it’s an indication of how God touches and values all of us, men and women, to do God’s beautiful work of 
redemption in the world.    
 

So, this Advent, let’s learn about these women - all of whom were mothers. 
 



Starting on December 1, I am going to preach a four-part sermon series on the mothers listed in this genealogy: Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah and Mary.  I realize that’s five women and only four weeks to preach - but I want to 
discuss all of them - even if I have to do some combinations. I’m excited to preach this series and to engage in this 
learning with all of you!   
 

Males and females, we all learn a lot from our mothers.   
 

Women often are mothers, however women are also not defined solely by their motherhood, despite the fact that society 
often defines us that way - both Biblically, as well as currently.    
 

Exploring God’s amazing glory at work in the world, through these mothers, affords us the oppportunity to greatly 
appreciate God’s glory at work in the world … thanks to the Child born to us. 
 

Peace & joy, 
Vicar Sara  
 
Sisters in the Spirit News 
On Monday, November 25 at 7:00 pm, the Sisters in the Spirit will meet at the home of Noelle Fox for ornament 
making in preparation for the Christmas season.  In addition, we will be making eco-friendly laundry detergent for 
family use.  All women are invited to come make either or both and join in the fellowship.  Please contact Noelle 
Fox at hijkmnop.fox@gmail.com for more information. 
 
YWCA Family Center Dinner 
Saturday, December 7th is Holy Trinity’s next opportunity to serve dinner at the Y-Family Center at 900 Harvey 
Court, Columbus 43219.  New faces are always welcome!  To give you an idea of what to expect, we meet at the 
center by 5:00 pm. (first-timers will need to fill out some quick paperwork) and are usually done by 8:00.  All 
volunteers must wear hairnets (provided by the center) or bring a favorite ball cap from home.  While Chris Pryor 
and the adults prepare food in the kitchen, Danielle Gonsiska is with the kids in the dining area where tables are set 
and meals are served family-style.  There are two “meal sessions” with up to 12 tables in each session.  The evening 
runs smoothly and everyone really seems to enjoy it.  Contact Danielle Gonsiska at d_hores@yahoo.com for details. 
 
Concerts at Holy Trinity 
The next installment of Holy Trinity’s 2019-2020 concert series will feature the Brass Band of Columbus on 
Sunday, December 1 at 4:00 pm.  Please join the BBC for a joyous musical celebration at their annual holiday 
concert with a reception following. Invite a friend or family member to join you for a lovely afternoon of music! 
 
Congregational Meeting – Sunday, December 8 
Save the date for a brief congregational meeting on Sunday, December 8 at 11:30 am, immediately following the 
10:30 worship service, to elect church council partners and receive a report on roof maintenance. See you there! 
 
Poinsettias 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to beautify the sanctuary on Christmas Eve, please mark Ministry 
Opportunity B on the All Good Gifts card or sign up at the Collection & Sign-up Corner in the Gathering Place.  
The cost is $8 per plant. 
 
Church Women United Christmas Tea and Fellowship 
Holy Trinity will host the CWU Christmas Tea on Friday, December 6 at 1:00 pm.  Clair Dent will perform on her 
violin and accompany the singing of a few Christmas carols. All women are invited to attend.  You can mail your 
reservation/check (payable to Church Women United for $10.00 per person with “Christmas Tea” in the memo line) 
to Beatrice Cunningham, 350 Chase Rd., Columbus, OH 43214. Deadline for reservations is November 29. The 
Church Women United Layette Project donates at least 20 layettes each month to women and babies in need. CWU 
would be grateful for donated items such as disposable diapers for babies 8 lbs. and larger, wipes, bottles, burping 
cloths, receiving blankets, socks, onesies, washcloths, towels, lotion, baby wash, shampoo, or sleepers. Please 
contact Shirley Boyd or Beth Myser if you have questions. 
 
Ladies Advent Tea 
On Sunday, December 8 at 2:00 pm, women of all ages are invited to Advent Lutheran Church for a short, quiet 
service consisting of seasonal music, readings, and a time of preparation for the coming of the Christ Child.  The 
service will be followed by a time of fellowship, tea and cookies in the fellowship hall.  A free will offering will be 
taken for Lutheran World Relief.  For more information, please contact Chris Kiel at christine.a.kiel@gmail.com. 



Introducing:  Service of Lament and Healing 
For the past several months, the Holy Trinity Staff has been prayerfully deliberating a helpful response to the 
distress that we observe and sense throughout the community these days: 
 

• Physical and Emotional Distress 
• Strained Relationships 
• Social Justice Concerns 
• Local, National and Global Affairs 
• Ecological Apathy and Abuse 
• Faith and Spiritual Struggles 

 

After this period of prayer and discernment among ourselves, the Worship Advisory Team and Council, a new 
Service of Lament and Healing will be conducted on Sunday, November 24 at 4:00 pm. 
 

The vision for this service is to provide a safe and holy space for people to express their deepest concerns, silently or 
aloud, in the presence of the baptismal community that is committed to sharing such concerns with God and each 
other, even when they are difficult to hear and possibly even conflicting with our own points of view.  The goal is to 
promote healing and strengthen the witness of our faith community as it is centered on our trust in God’s promise of 
life and love for all the world through Christ Jesus our Lord, even amid the various and perhaps conflicting 
perspectives we may bring to that community.  We are gathering to lay all our concerns explicitly before the Lord, 
trusting that the Lord will be at work through us to address those concerns for the well-being of all. 
 

This will be the shape of the service: 
 

• Prelude of contemplative music 
• Thanksgiving for Baptism by which God unites us 
• Song 
• Psalm of Lament 
• Petitions of Lamentation 
• Prayer of Healing and Reconciliation 
• Lord’s Prayer 
• Song 
• Benediction and Dismissal 
• Opportunity for private, individual prayer and laying on of hands  

 

We look forward to sharing this worship experience with all who are interested.  Please invite any other friends and 
neighbors who might like to join us for the experience.  See Pastor Steve, Vicar Sara, or Josh with any questions. 
 
Habitat for Humanity  
Big things are happening at our Habitat house!  A crane is coming soon that will lift all the roof trusses onto the 
house then roofers will come by later next week so that all the remaining work will be under roof and under cover. 
Come out and get involved! We work Thursday mornings and Saturdays all day (lunch is provided) but you can 
come for any portion of the day.  We’d love to have you!  No experience is necessary; we have tools and training.  
Please contact Benson Ross at 614-747-0930 or detailsdetails96@gmail.com for more information. 
 
November = Time to Give Thanks 
Please help fill the wheelbarrow in the Gathering place with food for the Lutheran Social Services food pantries in 
central Ohio.  All nonperishable food items will be shared with those who need it here in the Columbus area. 
 
Thanksgiving Bake Sale 
Save time in the kitchen! On Sunday, November 24th, Holy Trinity’s high school youth will have an assortment of 
desserts to accompany your Thanksgiving feasts: cakes, pies, cookies and more! All donations will offset costs for 
their pilgrimage to Germany in 2020. Thanks in advance for your support!  
 
Stewardship Corner 
Long ago the prophet Jeremiah wrote, The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand 
it?  (Jeremiah 17:9).  We only have to look within to acknowledge that Jeremiah’s statement is still true today.  
Fortunately, we have One Who does understand it.  Beyond that, we have One Who sympathizes with us in our 
weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15).  So deeply does God sympathize with us that God came to us in human form in order to 
provide the cure for those weaknesses – our sins – in God’s body on the cross.  As Christ gave Himself for us, let us 
give ourselves in service to God.  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 
maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net or 614-771-8594. 



News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Nancy Riley, battling pneumonia 
Sue Eubanks, recovering from foot surgery this week 
Carol Stewart, dealing with various issues 
Joe Koenig, nephew of Pastor Steve’s neighbor, diagnosed with cancer 
John Tannehill, brother of Janice Peterson, diagnosed with cancer 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Becky Warnement, recovered from surgery last week 
Dianne Frees, sister of Debbie Cochran, doing well 
 

Prayers for Our Members:  
Liz Roth  
Jeff Warnement  
Bob Campbell  
Sue Ferguson  
Carol Stewart  
Catherine Bailey, infant daughter of Maria and Ben Bailey  
Dorothy Cameron  
Diane Whalen 
The Hallas family 
 

Prayers for Our Families and Friends:  
Marilyn 
Gillian Abrams, daughter of Pastor Bob Abrams  
Olivia Rich, colleague of Jan Benedick  
Marilyn Franck, friend of Shirley Boyd  
Wayne Engel, cousin of Shirley Boyd  
Bill Ruckle, friend of Max & Francine Buban 
Evajean Williams, sister of Catherine Canada  
Lolo Gray, friend of Catherine Canada 
Pastor Alan Brown and family, friends of the Christmans  
Nancy Hawk, mother of Kris Eicher  
Barbara Benson, sister of Chris Grabenstatter  
Bert Wyman, nephew of Madeleine Guggenaster  
Vendalee and Sam Lyon, friends of Madeleine Guggenaster 
Pastor Christian Heydenreich of Paulsgemeinde in Schwerin, Germany 
Richard Hodge, father of Carolyn Hodge-Cramer 
Mike Weber, friend of Don and Karen Larson 
Rebecca Reynolds, niece of Janet Maxwell  
Janet Attanasio, friend of Herb and Janet Maxwell 
Terry Madden, friend of Herb and Janet Maxwell 
Patty & Gene Uhrig, friends of Herb & Janet Maxwell  
Kathy Dillon, friend of MJ Neiman 
Curt Passafume, Sr., father of Curt Passafume, Jr. 
Dylan Fitch, nephew of Jenny Peters  
Juanita, mother of Chris Pryor 
Jay Moore, friend of Jack & Norma Rauch  
Ben Steiner, brother of Nancy Riley’s daughter-in-law 
Carol Saufley, sister of Miriam Ringquist 
Michelle Rupe, sister of Sue Roberts  
Wayne Wymer, cousin of Susan Setterlin  
Roger Yekisa, father of Suellen Sharp 
Debbie Sheely, mother of Brad Sheely  
Wendy Rose, friend of Shawn & Krista Stock 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement  
Gary Wright, son of Hazel Wright  
Those affected by natural disasters, especially those in the path of Hurricane Dorian, the Armed forces, victims of 
terror, and all those on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation.  
 



Worship Nursery 
A nursery is open and available for young children on Sunday mornings during worship.  It is located off the Gathering 
Place in the room nearest Grace Hall (next to the couch and chairs).  Ask one of the ushers if you need help finding it. 
 
Children’s Pages and Activity Bags  
People of all ages are invited to worship at Holy Trinity.  Children’s activity pages for readers and pre-readers are 
located at the Reception Window across from the entrance to the sanctuary.  Activity bags for the youngest among 
us are located in the same vicinity.  Feel free to utilize the materials during worship and return the bags following. 
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are now available for 2020 altar flower memorials and dedications.  There are also still a few 
openings for December 2019.  You can sign up at the usher stand near the Info Center.  The cost is $30.  Checks can 
be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 

 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Attitude of Gratitude 
The Joy of Stewardship 
 

The season of Thanksgiving provides a meaningful context to consider our ministries of giving as all true charity 
springs from the gratitude for that which has first been given to us.  Through December 8, the Adult Forum Sunday 
School class will revel together in the abundance of God’s blessings to all of us and reflect on the meaningful ways 
we steward those gifts for the well-being of our families, our communities and the church. 
 

Drawing on the innovative thinking from the Center for Stewardship Leaders at Luther Seminary in Minnesota, 
these are the topics we will be discussing.  You can find copies of this material at the Information Center for your 
review and preparation at home.  Please join us in the conference room Sunday mornings at 9:40 am. 
 

November 24 - The Ancient Art of Thanking by Robert Hay Jr. 
December 1 - Generous Space by David Loleng 
December 8 - National Study on Congregational Giving by Lake Institute of Faith & Giving 
 
Council Seeking Nominations 
Nominations are being accepted for a slate of candidates to serve 3-year terms on Church Council.  All confirmed 
members of Holy Trinity are eligible to serve.  Church members are invited to suggest candidates (including themselves) 
to Council President Mike Christman or list them on the All Good Gifts card Ministry Opportunity A. 
 
WELCA Bible Study 
Tuesday, November 26 at 10:00 am will be the final session in the three-part study on the stewardship of 
emotions: Stewarding the Gift of Joy.  We will explore the meaning of joy – what it is, where it comes from, and 
what the poetry of the Bible has to teach us about the gift.  All are invited to join us in the church library. 
 
Sunday Scripture Discussion 
Sunday Scripture Discussion meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the church library. Join us for a lively round-
table discussion on the scriptures of the day led by a different person each week.  This week’s leader is Carl 
Peterson.  For more information, please contact Carl Peterson. 

 
News of Empower Ministries 
Christmas Basket Partnership with Boulevard Presbyterian 
The holiday ads are in full swing and the weather is starting to let us know Christmas is just around the corner.  Our 
partnership with Boulevard Presbyterian has made the holidays brighter for so many families around Columbus and 
we have the opportunity to serve again this year.  We’ve been asked to concentrate our efforts primarily on food 
donations such as mac ’n’ cheese, baked beans and cereal, with some toys for older children.  Please consider 
donating these items (or canned fruit, peanut butter, large cans of tuna, pasta) or we will gladly do the shopping for 
you.  We’ll be available after services to collect your monetary contributions for this project and will clip coupons to 
stretch every dollar!  This year we’ll be supporting 385 baskets!  Flyers with toy ideas and dates are available at the 
Information Center.  For any questions, please reach out to Denise Meyer and Karen Eicher. 
Save the dates:  Wednesday, 12/11 – Cookie Decorating at Holy Trinity starting at 4:00 pm; Saturday, 12/14 – 
Basket Assembly at Boulevard Presbyterian at 9:30 am; and Sunday, 12/15 – Basket Delivery at 12:30 pm. 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for November 24 – December 1, 2019 
 

Sunday, November 24, 2019 - Christ the King Sunday 
  7:30 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
  8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
  9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
  4:00 pm – Service of Lament and Healing 
  4:45 pm – Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
 

Monday  6:00 pm – Boy Scout Troop 555 
  7:00 pm – Sisters in the Spirit  
   

Tuesday  10:00 am – WELCA Bible Study  
 

Wednesday No Events Scheduled 
   

Thursday Church Offices Closed - Thanksgiving 
  

Friday  Church Offices Closed  
 

Saturday  9:30 am – Yoga 
 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 – First Sunday in Advent 
  8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
  9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
  4:00 pm – Holy Trinity Concert Series 
  4:30 pm – Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (in Conference Room) 

 
Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers-November & December 2019 

Date Time Welcome 
Center 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Acolytes Nursery 
Attendants 

Lay Reader Ushers Communion 
Assistants 

Bread Bakers Communion 
Ministry Team 

Nov. 
24 

8:30  Tim Hudson Helen Griffith 
Lucy Forts 

 Alan Gaulke Jeff Warnement 
John Gray 

Jeff Warnement 
Sharon 
Hamersley 

Chris Burton VanFossen & 
Guggenaster 

 10:30  Elli Cucksey   Karen Larson Chris Pryor 
Phil Favret 
Peter Ward 

JoAnn Curry 
MJ Neiman 

  

Dec. 
1 

8:30  Ron 
Benedick 

Addie 
Darding 

 Debbie 
Cochran 

Keith Darding 
Dave Fenner 

Sharon 
Hamersley 
Jeff Warnement 

Nancy 
VanFossen 

Sharp & Riley 

 10:30 Dan and 
Pam Perry 

Elli Cucksey Claire 
Wessells 

Allison & 
Mark Abell 

Bill Eubanks Adam Wagenbach 
JoAnn Curry 
Brian Barrett 
Erik Yassenoff 

Barb Campbell 
Bob Campbell 

  

Dec. 
8 

8:30   Matthew Rice Adrienne 
Wachtman 

Ben 
Kaffenberger 

Jeff Warnement 
John Gray 

Ron Benedick 
Alan Gaulke 

Debbie 
Cochran 

Higbee & 
Tanner 

 10:30 Dan and 
Pam Perry 

Max Buban Conlan 
Daykin 

 Dyann Taylor Mark Abell 
Doug Myser 
Benson Ross 

Deb Bickford 
Peter Ward 

  

Dec. 
15 

8:30  Vicar Sara 
Wunsch 

 Julie & Keith 
Hallas 

Ron Benedick Tom Wuichet 
Alan Gaulke 

 Chris 
Grabenstatter 

Grabenstatter, 
MacConnell & 
Wilhelm 

 10:30 Dan and 
Pam Perry 

Curt 
Passafume 

 Drew & 
Amanda 
Richards 

Keith 
Townsend 

Bob Campbell 
Jim Henderson 
Paul Kruse 
Barb Campbell 

Peg Steele 
Susan Setterlin 

  

Financials through October 2019 – Detailed information is available upon request. 
 

Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   
Oct. Actual: $ 39,522   $ 45,125    YTD Actual: $412,032  $493,510 
       Budget: $ 48,260  $ 48,788         Budget: $479,330  $499,916 
          

Attendance: Sunday, November 17: 8:30 – 113; 10:30 – 95 
Sunday, November 24 Worship Text: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
Sunday, December 1 Worship Text:  Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 
 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


