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	 Hello everyone, my name is Elli Wachtman. I am a rising senior at Capital University, 
studying mathematics and physics. In addition to having the opportunity to further my 
education, I am also a part of our Honors Program, Bonner Program and Womens Basketball 
team at Capital. It is my honor to share my story with you today.  


	 Three years ago, I was a naive and anxious eighteen year old. I had no idea what I 
wanted to study, let alone what I wanted to do with my life. I’ve always had a deep yearning to 
serve others around me, but I was lost as to how to turn that into a career. And then I found 
Capital University, the community that taught me it’s not about finding a career … it’s about 
finding your purpose. 

	 You know, I vividly remember the last question in my interview for Capital’s scholarship 
competition. The interviewer turned to me, and asked in a two part question, “What makes 
Capital unique? What would you bring to Capital?” And by God’s grace, it clicked right then. It 
was that feeling of belonging that I had the moment I stepped onto campus for my first visit. It 
was Capital’s overwhelming sense of vast and intentional community. The kind of community 
designed to support each other, celebrate our individuality and give back to one another as we 
each find our own purpose. That’s what makes Capital unique. And that’s exactly what I felt 
called to be a part of. 

	 And I responded with just that - that at Capital, I had the support to discover and follow 
all of my passions. I would have the freedom to play the sport I love, take an honors academic 
track, participate in student organizations and engage in meaningful community service - 
without having to choose just one. No matter which path or paths I chose, I was going to be 
supported and encouraged by everyone along side me pursuing their own passions. 

And I’ve lived just that. I’ve had the blessing to play for the Capital University Women’s 
Basketball team, where we’ve made it our daily mission to honor the tradition set by those 
before us and represent our school with honor. I’ve had the privilege of belonging to the Honors 
Program where we not only take on a rigorous course load, but where we attend and support 
at least three university events per year. And I’ve had the invaluable opportunity to help 
establish Capital’s Bonner Program, wherein each Bonner Scholar, all full-time students, 
dedicate 280 hours a year to engaging in meaningful community service work. Both on 
campus, and off. 

	 And the beauty of it all is that it’s genuine. My athletic trainers ask about my community 
work constantly. My professors ask about my team’s most recent performance. Our community 
partners ask about my course load and athletic success.

	 You see, “CapFam,” as we call ourselves, is selfless. We are intentionally open to our 
differences. We support each other in our endeavors outside of any one niche. We’re about 
creating an environment to support one another as we each find our purpose. That’s what drew 
me in and perhaps not so coincidentally, that’s what I’m leaving with. The experience and 
desire to be an integral part of a giving and loving community. 

	 As I graduate this coming spring, I don’t know exactly what I want to do. I don’t have a 
specific career or end goal in mind. But I do have a purpose. And that is to serve. My calling is 
to create and serve in a community just like the one that has gotten me to where I am today. 
Whether that be overseas in Kenya developing a rescue centre I established through my 
transformative experience at Capital University, or in my own backyard continuing the work we 
are doing on the south side of Columbus -- the community I’ve grown in for the last three years 
has left me called and empowered me to bring people together. Because of Capital University, I 
am called to love and support others as they find their purpose, just as I have been loved and 
supported in finding mine. And through Capital University, I have been fully equipped and 
empowered to do so. 


