
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	February	12	-	19,	2017	

	

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule 
8:30 – Worship with Communion 
9:30 – Learning & Fellowship Hour 

        10:30 – Worship with Communion 
         6:30 – Sr. High Youth Group 
           
Current Ministry Opportunities 
Please see the related articles in the body of the newsletter for more information on the opportunities listed below. 

 

v A – I/We would like to attend the Intro to Holy Trinity Seminar on Sundays in February. 
v B - I/We would like to learn more about the Lutheran Heritage & Music Tour happening in June 2017. 

 
New This Week 
Attitude of Gratitude 
(Jesus says,) Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. (Matthew 5:42) 
 

Talk about unrealistic expectations!?  No one can give to every beggar or make loans to anyone who asks.  That's 
entirely impractical to use all that I own to help other people. 
 

On the other hand, what if Jesus is speaking from a different perspective in this verse from the Sermon on the 
Mount, which we are considering in worship this month?   What if Jesus is speaking from God’s right-side-up 
perspective that all belongs to God and I don’t really own anything?  And that God entrusts me with all that I have in 
order to pursue God’s purposes in the world, including the care of all persons in need as indicated by Jesus’ 
expectation for giving and lending above? 
 

Within God’s perspective, our relationship with possessions is different.  When all belongs to God, we are free from 
the fear of protecting what’s mine and empowered by the peace inherent to using all that we have to demonstrate 
love for God, neighbors and ourselves. It’s an attitude of gratitude: 
 

Do all the good you can.  By all the means you can.  In all the ways you can. In all the places you can.   
At all the times you can.  To all the people you can.  As long as ever you can. 

 

Our regular offerings to the mission of God’s church help cultivate that attitude of gratitude with regard to our 
possessions.  Returning to God a meaningful portion of all that God entrusts to us helps deepen the freedom and 
peace in appreciating that all we have comes from God.   
 

We trust you have experienced that in your generosity at church recently.  Thank you for that! 
 

• You contributed $428,000 (97% of all pledges) by the end of the second sanctuary capital campaign last 
year, and some are still giving.    

• You increased offerings to the Operating Budget by $80,000 (21%) in response to Council’s challenge for 
each household to grow by 10% in 2014, 2015, and 2016. 



• You contributed a robust 98% of the total offering which Council projected from the Estimate of Giving 
ministry last year, when Council maintained its commitment to financial responsibility by managing costs 
to 96% of budgeted expenses. 
 

Trusting God to deepen your gratitude again, please join us in making a 2017 Estimate of Giving.  Council has 
identified regular offerings for the face-to-face ministries within the Operating Budget to be the top priority for our 
giving right now, over any other special gifts.  And a 6% increase in offering this year will help extend our face-to-
face ministries in two new ways:   
 

• the celebration of our 75th anniversary as a congregation, including 6 former pastors, interns, sons and 
daughters of the congregation coming back to preach in Lent, and  

• a two-year, paid intern who will begin learning and serving with us this summer.  
 

Thank you, in advance, for prayerfully considering your offering in 2017.  We are confident God will bless your 
attitude of gratitude, even as God blesses Council too, with helpful information about the resources available for our 
ministry this year.  Estimates returned by mail or at church will be consecrated in the prayers of worship on Sunday, 
February 26.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Steve Wachtman, Pastor   Matt Fox, Financial Secretary  Max Buban, Stewardship 
David Caldwell   Leah Forts    Tom Grabenstatter 
 
Interested in Learning More About Holy Trinity? 
An Intro to Holy Trinity seminar will be conducted during the Sunday School hour on Sunday mornings in 
February, beginning February 12 in Grace Hall.  This event is designed to help interested people learn more about 
the ministry of our congregation and the encounters with God’s grace that we share here.  You may indicate your 
interest in the class by marking Ministry Opportunity A on the All Good Gifts card located in the hymnal racks or 
at the Collection & Signup Corner in the Gathering Place.  Please see Pastor Steve for more information. 
 
Saturday Night Adult Fellowship (SNAF) 
Holy Trinity's Saturday Night Adult Fellowship (SNAF) is meeting Saturday, February 18, at 6:00 PM at church in 
the conference room across from the kitchen. This evening we will be welcoming Linda Gabel back with pictures 
and stories of a visit to ICELAND. Please note that this is the 3rd Saturday of the month instead of our usual 2nd 
Saturday date. You are asked to bring your own table service and a dish to share. (Appetizer, Meat dish, Vegetable, 
Salad or Dessert.) Sign up at the Collection & Signup Corner in the Gathering place. Open to all for an evening of 
food, fun and fellowship. Hope to see you there! 
 
Valentine’s Sweets Sale 
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner!  Don’t give your loved ones store-bought sweets.  Surprise your Valentine 
with some sinfully delicious homemade treats.  The High School youth will hold a Valentine Sweets Sale on Sunday 
February 12th after the 8:30 service, during the Sunday School hour, and after the 10:30 service (if any yummy treats 
are left).  Buy a single item, a couple of things or a whole box for all your sweethearts!  Donations will go toward 
the high school youth group’s summer mission trip to Grand Rapids. 
 
Blood Pressure Screenings – Sunday, February 12 
Heart disease is the leading cause of death for both men and women in the United States.  Every year, 1 in 4 deaths 
are caused by heart disease.  The good news?  Heart disease can often be prevented when people make healthy 
choices and manage their health conditions.  To help increase awareness of the effects of heart disease, members of 
Holy Trinity’s Parish Health ministry team will be conducting blood pressure screenings after both worship services 
on Sunday, February 12.  Take care of your health and let Holy Trinity help! 
 
Bonus Points for Shopping at GFS 
Whenever you shop at Gordon Food Service, you can help Holy Trinity by applying the points from your purchase 
to Holy Trinity’s account.  Accumulated points turn into multi-dollar discounts when food is purchased for outreach 
activities such as the First English Breakfast Ministry, the YWCA Family Center dinners, or the Boulevard 
Presbyterian Christmas basket project. All you have to do is mention Holy Trinity’s name when you’re at checkout! 
 
WELCA Bible Study 
The study of Galatians continues with Children of God Through Faith.  “God’s grace and the new life we have in 
Christ are gifts we receive rather than things we can earn or accomplish,” writes Kathryn A. Kleinhans.  Please join 
us in the church library at 10:00 am on Tuesday, February 28.  All are invited! 



UPDATE Donate Life - Blood Drive February 25 
Nearly half of the time slots are filled to donate blood at the American Red Cross Blood Drive being conducted at 
Holy Trinity on Saturday, February 25 from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm.  If you’ve already signed up, thank you!!  If you 
haven’t, please consider donating to help us reach our 100% goal.  You can make an appointment by clicking 
http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp and typing the February 25 date to select 
Holy Trinity’s drive or by calling 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).  As always, walk-ins are also welcome. 
 
Share the Beauty of Altar Flowers 
Looking for a unique way to commemorate a special occasion in the life of your family?  Altar flowers help beautify 
the sanctuary and brighten our worship space.  You may take the flowers with you following the 10:30 worship 
service or if you prefer, they can be given to a shut-in.  There are still several dates available this spring for 
celebrations, dedications, or memorials.  Sign up at the worshipping kiosk.  The cost is $30, and checks can be made 
payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
Stewardship Corner 
Scripture tells us that God doesn’t need our money, yet we have a need to give.  Although there are several reasons 
for giving, a very important reason should be to express our thanksgiving for our created and redeemed lives in 
Christ.  Giving shows our gratitude for the abundance that God gives to us.  When we give, we acknowledge that 
God owns everything.  Giving helps us put things in the right perspective.  In our faithful giving, we worship and 
honor the Lord.  In faith, we will want to give regularly, generously, and cheerfully.  Giving is an important part of 
our Christian life.  For more info on stewardship, contact Max Buban at 771-9460 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 

 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
The family of Elmer Alan Louis Gaulke, father of Alan Gaulke, who died last week 
 

Prayers for Our Members:   
Jack Rauch 
Glenn Canada 
Diane Whalen  
Joanne Duncan  
Bob Campbell    
Pat Crowell 
Carol Stewart 
Peg Timm 
The Fenner and Yassenoff families 
Clara Banas, infant daughter of Jennifer Middleton & David Banas 
Claire Christman, 1-year-old daughter of Heidi & Mike Christman 
Josh Hudson, deployed with the USS Carl Vinson carrier group  
 

Prayers for Our Families and Friends:  
Pastor Sally Padgett of First English Lutheran Church 
Marie Thompson, work associate of Carl & Janice Peterson 
Steve Maxwell, brother of Charlene Maxwell  
Penny Hall, mother of Norma and Jack Rauch’s daughter-in-law  
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement 
Vera Oreshina, mother-in-law of Joshua Brodbeck 
Jane DeWitt Baumann, mother of Sue Eubanks 
Lisa Reynolds, neighbor of Susan Poling 
Paul Caldwell, husband of long-time friend of Elizabeth Garlock  
Meg McDonald, friend of Jenny Peters’ son and daughter-in-law 
Dave Grabenstatter, brother of Tom Grabenstatter 
Nikki Murphy, friend of Ron Benedick 
Elza Lucia Henry, child of Pat Gladman’s niece and nephew  
Brian Reece, former student of Debbie Cochran 
Patty & Gene Uhrig, friends of Herb & Janet Maxwell  
Peter Lindbergh, visiting choir member 
Dick Moorhead, father of Susan Poling-Jones 
Carol Saufley, sister of Miriam Ringquist 



Terry Madden, friend of Herb and Janet Maxwell 
Melissa Nelson, niece of Chris Grabenstatter, and her family  
Mary Boyer, friend of the Schuelers  
Pamela and Ryan Adams, daughter and son-in-law of Barbara Keller  
Lynda Krieger, aunt of Leah Forts 
Rebecca Reynolds, niece of Janet Maxwell  
Kirk Goslee, family member of Janette MacConnell 
Sharon DeVrou, friend of Bill Eubanks  
Larry Behum, Setterlins’ neighbor 
Gary Wright, son of Hazel Wright 
Andy Nelson, nephew of Chris Grabenstatter 
Those affected by natural disasters. The Armed forces, and the innocent victims of war & terror around the world. 
 
Children’s Pages and Activity Bags  
People of all ages are invited to worship at Holy Trinity.  Children’s activity pages for readers and pre-readers are 
located at the Reception Window outside the entrance to the sanctuary.  Activity bags for the youngest among us are 
located in the same vicinity.  Feel free to utilize the materials during worship and return the bags following the service. 
 
Worship Nursery 
A nursery is open and available for young children on Sunday mornings during worship.  It is located off the hallway to 
the left as you leave the sanctuary. Follow the signs or ask one of the ushers if you need help finding it. 
 
Concerts at Holy Trinity – Sunday, February 19 
The next installment of Holy Trinity’s concert series will feature Trombonist Peter Gooch on Sunday, February 19 
at 4:00 pm.  He will play an eclectic program of low brass pieces.  Peter has performed with the College of Wooster 
Jazz Ensemble, the Eastman New Jazz Ensemble, and the Eastman Trombone Choir.  His future aspirations lie in the 
field of education, while remaining an active performer.  Currently, Peter is a freelance jazz and classical musician 
in northeast Ohio.  Invite your friends and family to join us for an enjoyable afternoon! 
 
Resources Available for Visually Impaired 
A braille hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) and braille Bible in several volumes are located in Holy Trinity’s 
church library off the Gathering Place and are available for use by anyone that would benefit from them.  If you 
need help locating either of these resources, please contact the church office or speak to one of the ushers prior to 
worship.  Large print copies of the worship bulletin are available at the usher stand. 
 
Sermon Copies 
Copies of Pastor Steve’s sermon for this week, as well as the previous week, are located at the Worship kiosk in the 
Gathering Place.  
 
Hospitality 
Hosting Holy Trinity’s hospitality table after worship on Sundays is a great way to share fellowship with church 
friends or celebrate a special event in your life.  Beverages are provided by the Hospitality committee.  You are 
asked to provide a light snack to share.  There are currently several dates open for hosting.  Please see the signup 
sheet near the coffee station for available dates and times.  Contact Chris Pryor if you have questions.  

 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Lutheran Heritage and Music Tour:  June 14 – 28, 2017 
Pastor Steve and Melea Wachtman along with Minister of Music Josh and Katya Brodbeck of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church will be hosting a Lutheran Heritage and Music Tour of Europe next summer.   The Wachtmans spent the 
1990-1991 school year in Germany during Pastor Steve’s seminary internship.  Josh Brodbeck has played concerts 
in Europe since the age of 12, and his wife Katya was born and raised in Russia.  For more information, please click 
here: http://www.engagedbygrace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Lutheran-Music-Pilgrimage-2017.pages-2.pdf 
 

Traveling on a luxury coach bus, the group will be staying in 3-4 star hotels when visiting the cities that have played 
a meaningful role in the Protestant Reformation and church organ music throughout the centuries: 
• Worms, where Luther made his stand of faith before the Pope and the Emperor 
• Eisenach, where Luther translated the Bible into German while hiding in the Wartburg Castle 
• Erfurt, where Luther enrolled in the Augustinian Monastery 



• Eisleben, where Luther was born and died 
• Schwerin, where we will worship with our partner congregation and attend a Reformation organ concert with the 

option of staying in host family homes 
• Berlin, for the Check Point Charlie Museum and Brandenburg Gate 
• Leipzig, where Bach served as organist at the Thomas Church 
• Wittenberg, where Luther taught, preached, and posted the 95 theses, having dinner hosted by Martin and Katie 

Luther themselves 
• Dresden, where the reconstructed Frauenkirche (with contributions from Holy Trinity) is the largest Protestant 

cathedral in Europe 
• Prague and Vienna, which are cultural centers of Europe 
• Slovenia, where Josh will play a concert in the city where he dedicated an organ at the age of 12 
• Salzburg, where we will get a city tour with Elizabeth Von Trapp from the Sound of Music family 
• Munich, where we will eat and dance in the Hofbrauhaus 
• Dachau, where we will visit the concentration camp memorial 
• Rothenburg, where we will shop in the centuries-old village and have our closing worship in the tower chapel of 

the Lutheran Palace Retreat Center. 
 

Josh is also working to arrange demonstrations of as many church organs as possible in each city on the tour. 
 

While final costs are being determined, they appear to be less than $4000 per person including airfare from 
Columbus, all bus travel, overnight accommodations, museum and tour entrance fees, all breakfasts, 7 dinners and 3 
lunches.   Sign up on the All Good Gifts Card Ministry Opportunity B or at the Collection & Signup Corner in the 
Gathering Space if you’re interested to learn more. 
 
GRAB A MINUTE WITH JESUS  
(Right Side Up cards containing Focus Bible Passages are available at the Reception window) 
 

Gather Up ... and Down 
Gather thoughts and share recent Ups and Downs within your daily life. 
 

Read God’s Word where Jesus engages us 
Read the Focus Passage once or twice (a second voice can expand hearing). Ponder and share any wisdom God’s 
Word shines on your Ups and Downs. Talk about thoughts or ideas that arise from the Dialog Questions provided. 
 

ACT in Prayer 
Ask God’s help for others and yourself. 
Confess your selfishness, pride and sin. Thank God for specific blessings in your life. 
 

Bless (a different Blessing Card for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany) Bless one another laying hands on another’s 
head, shoulder, arm or hands. 
 
Sunday Scripture Discussion 
Meeting Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:25, in the church library, with lively discussion, teaching and fellowship, deepen 
your understanding of the gospel, epistle, and Old Testament readings of the day’s worship service.  A different person 
leads the discussion each week.  This week’s leader is Vicki Townsend.  Future leaders are: 2/19 – Carl Peterson; and 
2/26 – Sharon Kokot.  Please contact Carl Peterson for more information.  

 
News of Empower Ministries 
Faith Mission Benefit Concert 
Longtime supporters of Faith Mission, Synchronicity Trio is hosting a benefit concert at Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, February 26 at 4:00 pm and you’re invited.  It’s a much-anticipated annual event that never 
disappoints.  Synchronicity Trio will perform personal favorite classical and light classical music including works 
by Beethoven, Piazzolla, Sowash and others.  There will be a freewill donation accepted for Faith Mission.  A 
reception will be held afterward with delicious goodies donated in part by Mozart’s Bakery and Café. 
 
Lutheran Social Services Auxiliary 
The LSS Auxiliary has a new two-year project – supplying items for Baby Bags that will be distributed by the LSS 
food pantries.  Needed items include:  Baby wipes, booties, bibs, size one onesies, size one diapers, receiving 
blankets, baby lotion and shampoo, a toy and a book.  Hopefully you will join us in this project by placing your 
contributions in the LSS Auxiliary container located beneath the Collection & Signup table in the Gathering Place.  
The next meeting of the LSS Auxiliary will be at Peace Lutheran Church, 455 Clark State Rd., Gahanna, on  
Saturday, March 18 at 11:30 am.  Many thanks for your support of the Auxiliary.  Peace and love, Shirley Wehr 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for February 12 - 19, 2017 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2017 
   8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
   9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour/Intro to Holy Trinity 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
   4:00 pm – Lent/Easter Creative Planning Team 
   6:30 pm – Sr. High Youth 
               

Monday   6:00 pm –  BSA 555 
    

Tuesday   7:00 pm – Beloved Bible Study 
    

Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  12:30 pm – WELCA Circle I 
   7:00 pm – Church Council 
   

Thursday  1:00 pm – Card Ministry 
 5:30 pm – Thursday Supper at Church 
 6:00 pm – Children’s Choir 
 6:30 pm – Bell Choir 

   7:30 pm – Chancel Choir 
 

Friday   No Events Scheduled 
 

Saturday 9:30 am – Yoga 
  6:00 pm – Saturday Night Adult Fellowship (SNAF) 
 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 
   8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
   9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour/Intro to Holy Trinity 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
   4:00 pm – Concert at Holy Trinity (Peter Gooch) 
   6:30 pm – Sr. High Youth Group 
 
 

Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – February & March 2017 
Date Time Assisting Ministers Acolytes Nursery 

Attendants 
Lay Reader Ushers Communion 

Assistants 
Bread Bakers Communion 

Ministry Team 
Feb. 
12 

8:30 Ron Benedick Emma 
Schueler & 
Chris Schueler 

Adrienne 
Wachtman 

Laura Hudson AC Cochran, 
Keith Darding 

AC & Ryan 
Cochran Setterlin 

Duncan & 
Michael 

 10:30 Peg Steele Sam Cucksey 
& Elizabeth 
Cramer 

Drew & 
Amanda 
Richards 

Jody Passafume Carroll Neff, 
Benson Ross, 
Doug Myser 

Carl & 
Janice 
Peterson 

 
 

Feb. 
19 

8:30 Tim Hudson Regan 
Schirtzinger & 
Gwyn Jones 

Taylor 
Schirtzinger 

Becky 
Warnement 

Matt Sharp,  
Jeff Warnement 

 
Warnement 

Perry & 
Warnement 

 10:30 Keith Townsend Anne Cucksey 
Sam Cucksey 

Allyson & 
David 
Wessells 

Curt Passafume John Schueler, 
Bob Houser, 
Chris Pryor 

Bob & Barb 
Campbell  

 

Feb. 
26 

8:30 Sharon Hamersley Nora Kramer 
Claire Kramer 

 Ron Benedick Ron Benedick, 
Tom Wuichet 

AC & Ryan 
Cochran VanFossen VanFossen & 

Hunter 
 10:30 Elli Cucksey Nick Porter 

Max Gonsiska 
Allison & 
Mark Abell 

Karen Eicher Jim Henderson, 
Bob Campbell, 
Barb Campbell, 
Peter Nichols 

Chris Pryor 
& Nancy 
Riley  

 

Mar. 1 7 pm Max Buban Andrew Sass       
March 
5 

8:30 Ron Benedick Emma 
Schueler & 
Chris Schueler 

Julie & Keith 
Hallas 

Alan Gaulke AC Cochran, 
Dave Fenner, 
Keith Darding 

Hannah 
Meyer & 
Cate 
Warnement 

Taylor 

Higbee & 
Tanner 

 10:30 Max Buban Evelyn 
Thomas 
Annie Cucksey 

Drew & 
Amanda 
Richards 

Keith Townsend Phil Favret, 
JoAnn Curry, 
John Quarles, 
Adam 
Wagenbach 

Carolyn 
Cramer & 
Elli Cucksey  

 

 

Financials through November 2016 – Detailed information is available at the Member Services kiosk. 
Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   
Nov. Actual: $ 32,995  $ 40,032    YTD Actual: $428,467 $492,973 
       Budget: $ 43,340  $ 45,723         Budget: $473,470 $514,471          
 

Attendance: February 5. 2017 – 8:30 – 68; 10:30 – 125 
Sunday, February 12 Worship Text: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
Sunday, February 19 Worship Text: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 


