
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	December	18	-	25,	2016	

	

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule  
  8:30 – Worship with Communion 

   9:30 – Fellowship & Learning Hour 
           10:30 – Worship with Communion 
 
Current Ministry Opportunities 
Please see the related articles in the body of the newsletter for more information on the opportunities listed below. 

 

v A – I/We would like to learn more about the Lutheran Heritage & Music Tour happening in June 2017. 
v B – I/We would like to contribute poinsettia(s) to beautify the sanctuary on Christmas Eve. 
v C – I/We would like to learn more about helping with current ministry openings. 

 
New This Week 
Christmas & New Year’s Worship 
Invite your friends and family to join us for any of our three worship opportunities on Saturday, December 24: 

• Children’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 4:00 pm 
• Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service with Choir at 8:00 pm 
• Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service with Choir at 11:00 pm 

 

as well as: 
• Sunday, December 25 - Christmas morning worship at 9:30 am 
• Sunday, January 1 - New Year’s Day worship at 9:30 am. 

 
Church Council Leaders Elected 
At a congregational meeting on December 11, the following people were elected to serve 3-year terms as Church 
council partners: Mark Abell, Zinny Bond, Mike Christman, Bob Kammeyer, Denise Meyer, and Doug Roberts.  
Additionally, the following people were elected at December’s council meeting to serve in leadership positions:  
Dan Perry, President; John Quarles, Vice-President; David Kline, Treasurer; Matt Fox, Financial Secretary; and 
Zinny Bond, Secretary.  We thank them all for their willingness to serve! 
 
2017 Giving Envelopes 
The 2017 offering envelopes have arrived.  Please pick up yours from the table in the hallway outside the reception 
office, across from the member mailboxes. 
 
Hospitality 
Hosting Holy Trinity’s hospitality table after worship on Sundays is a great way to share fellowship with church 
friends or celebrate a special event in your life.  Beverages are provided by the Hospitality committee.  You are 
asked to provide a light snack to share.  There are currently several dates open for hosting in January.  Please see the 
signup sheet near the coffee station for available dates and times.  Contact Chris Pryor if you have questions.  



Lutheran Heritage and Music Tour:  June 14 – 28, 2017 
Less than $4000 
 

Pastor Steve and Melea Wachtman along with Minister of Music Josh and Katya Brodbeck of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church will be hosting a Lutheran Heritage and Music Tour of Europe next summer.   The Wachtmans spent the 
1990-1991 school year in Germany during Pastor Steve’s seminary internship.  Josh Brodbeck has played concerts 
in Europe since the age of 12 and his wife Katya was born and raised in Russia. 
 

Traveling on a luxury coach bus, the group will be staying in 3-4 star hotels when visiting the cities that have played 
a meaningful role in the Protestant Reformation and church organ music throughout the centuries: 
• Worms, where Luther made his stand of faith before the Pope and the Emperor 
• Eisenach, where Luther translated the Bible into German while hiding in the Wartburg Castle 
• Erfurt, where Luther enrolled in the Augustinian Monastery 
• Eisleben, where Luther was born and died 
• Schwerin, where we will worship with our partner congregation and attend a Reformation organ concert with the 

option of staying in host family homes 
• Berlin, for the Check Point Charlie Museum and Brandenburg Gate 
• Leipzig, where Bach served as organist at the Thomas Church 
• Wittenberg, where Luther taught, preached, and posted the 95 theses, having dinner hosted by Martin and Katie 

Luther themselves 
• Dresden, where the reconstructed Frauenkirche (with contributions from Holy Trinity) is the largest Protestant 

cathedral in Europe 
• Prague and Vienna, which are cultural centers of Europe 
• Slovenia, where Josh will play a concert in the city where he dedicated an organ at the age of 12 
• Salzburg, where we will get a city tour with Elizabeth Von Trapp from the Sound of Music family 
• Munich, where we will eat and dance in the Hofbrauhaus 
• Dachau, where we will visit the concentration camp memorial 
• Rothenburg, where we will shop in the centuries-old village and have our closing worship in the tower chapel of 

the Lutheran Palace Retreat Center. 
 

Josh is also working to arrange demonstrations of as many church organs as possible in each city on the tour. 
 

While final costs are being determined, they appear to be less than $4000 per person including airfare from 
Columbus, all bus travel, overnight accommodations, museum and tour entrance fees, all breakfasts, 7 dinners and 3 
lunches.  Promotional material will be available early in January.  Sign up on the All Good Gifts Card Ministry 
Opportunity A or at the Collection & Signup Corner in the Gathering Space if you’re interested to learn more. 
 
End-of-Year Charitable Contributions 
Year-end financial contributions should be delivered to the church office or postmarked by Saturday, December 31 
in order to be posted to the 2016 tax year.  If you hare interested in transferring stocks or securities, please contact 
Holy Trinity’s broker, The Edwards Group, at 614-473-2086.  The account # is 949-131460-0-526. 
 
Blood Drive – Save the Date 
Please save the date for the American Red Cross Blood Drive that will be conducted at Holy Trinity on Saturday, 
February 25, 2017.  For regular donors, if you last gave blood on or before December 31, 2016 you will be eligible 
to donate.  Watch for more information in January. 
 
Christmas Basket Thank You 
Once again your generosity overwhelms us and we could not be more thankful.  With your help, Holy Trinity was 
able to contribute 179 toys and several boxes of food to the Christmas Basket partnership with Boulevard 
Presbyterian.  Whether you donated toys, food, money or your time, every one of you made a Columbus area 
family's Christmas much brighter this year!  After the final tally, we'll update you with the total number of families 
and children who received baskets this Christmas.  Thank you again for helping to share God's endless love for all of 
us during this wonderful time of year! 
 
Ministry Reports Requested by December 31 
Ministry leaders are asked to submit a brief summary of their ministry activities to their council partner or the 
church office by the end of December.  Please include names of leaders as well as ministry highlights from this year 
and plans for next year.  You may submit your report electronically to laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or via 
hard copy to the church office.  Please contact Laura Hudson with questions. 
 



Stewardship Corner 
Again we come to the time of the year when we mark the great miracle of Christ becoming one of us.  The Apostle 
John wrote, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14).  Jesus came to Earth; He bore 
humiliation and ridicule; He died that we might live; He was raised that we, too, might rise again and live forever 
with God.  “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another” (John 1:16).  How can 
we thank God but to give ourselves and our lives in service to God!  For more information on stewardship, please 
contact Max Buban at 614-771-9460 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 

 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling cancer 
Bob Campbell, undergoing surgery this week 
Clara Banas, infant daughter of David Banas & Jennifer Middleton, undergoing surgery this week 
 

Prayers for Our Members:   
Diane Whalen 
Peg Timm 
Pat Crowell 
Carol Stewart 
The Fenner and Yassenoff families 
Claire Christman, 1-year-old daughter of Heidi & Mike Christman 
 

Prayers for Our Families and Friends:  
Vera Oreshina, mother-in-law of Joshua Brodbeck 
Jane DeWitt Baumann, mother of Sue Eubanks 
Lisa Reynolds, neighbor of Susan Poling 
Paul Caldwell, husband of long-time friend of Elizabeth Garlock  
Phil Minnick, organ tuner for Holy Trinity  
Meg McDonald, friend of Jenny Peters’ son and daughter-in-law 
Dave Grabenstatter, brother of Tom Grabenstatter 
Nikki Murphy, friend of Ron Benedick 
Elza Lucia Henry, child of Pat Gladman’s niece and nephew  
Brian Reece, former student of Debbie Cochran 
Patty & Gene Uhrig, friends of Herb & Janet Maxwell  
Peter Lindbergh, visiting choir member 
Dick Moorhead, father of Susan Poling-Jones 
Carol Saufley, sister of Miriam Ringquist 
Terry Madden, friend of Herb and Janet Maxwell 
Melissa Nelson, niece of Chris Grabenstatter, and her family  
Mary Boyer, friend of the Schuelers  
Pamela and Ryan Adams, daughter and son-in-law of Barbara Keller  
Joan Doerr, friend of Max and Francine Buban  
Lynda Krieger, aunt of Leah Forts 
Rebecca Reynolds, niece of Janet Maxwell  
Kirk Goslee, family member of Janette MacConnell 
Sharon DeVrou, friend of Bill Eubanks  
Larry Behum, Setterlins’ neighbor 
Gary Wright, son of Hazel Wright 
Andy Nelson, nephew of Chris Grabenstatter 
Those affected by natural disasters. The Armed forces, and the innocent victims of war & terror around the world. 
 
Worship Nursery 
A nursery is open and available for young children on Sunday mornings during worship.  It is located off the hallway to 
the left as you leave the sanctuary. Follow the signs or ask one of the ushers if you need help finding it. 
 
Children’s Pages and Activity Bags  
People of all ages are invited to worship at Holy Trinity.  Children’s activity pages for readers and pre-readers are 
located at the Reception Window outside the entrance to the sanctuary.  Activity bags for the youngest among us are 
located in the same vicinity.  Feel free to utilize the materials during worship and return the bags following the service. 



Poinsettias 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary on Christmas Eve, please mark Ministry 
Opportunity B on the All Good Gifts card or signup at the Collection & Signup Corner.  The cost is $8 per plant. 
 
Bishop Dillahunt and Dr. Huber to lead new Reformation-themed courses 
As we continue to observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Southern Ohio Synod Lay School of 
Theology is proud to announce the 2017 Winter-Spring courses being offered at our Chillicothe and Dayton 
campuses. These courses are open to all lay people and are directly connected to our understanding of the 
Reformation and its impact on our lives today. 
 

'This is Most Certainly True: Experiencing Martin Luther’s Small Catechism for Today' is being offered at the 
Dayton Campus at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Kettering. The instructor is our own bishop, The Rev. Suzanne 
Darcy Dillahunt. Registration deadline is January 10, 2017. 
 

'Reformation Then and Now' is being offered at the Chillicothe Campus at Calvary Lutheran Church, Chillicothe. 
The instructor is Dr. Don Huber, Ph.D. Registration deadline is February 1, 2017. 
 

The courses present an opportunity for students to enrich the fabric of their faith life; to gain more understanding of 
how God has been, and is still, at work in the lives of people of every age through his Word.  Qualified instructors 
teach courses that are geared for people-in-the-pew and for people already in the position of Lay Worship Leader. 
 

A separate registration form for each course can be downloaded below or found at the Collection & Signup Corner 
in the Gathering Place.  Detailed information of the place, class dates and times can be found on the flyers.  
 

2017 Dayton Winter-spring Lay School with Bishop Dillahunt  
http://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/asset_manager/get_file/143383?ver=121 
 

2017 Chillicothe Winter-Spring Lay School with Dr. Huber  
http://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/asset_manager/get_file/143384?ver=51 
 

Nancy Hoffman is registrar for both courses.  When sending your registration, please be sure you are sending the 
correct form for the course you want to attend. Make your check or money order payable to Southern Ohio Synod. 
 
Sunday Scripture Discussion 
Meeting Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:25, in the church library, with lively discussion, teaching and fellowship, deepen 
your understanding of the gospel, epistle, and Old Testament readings of the day’s worship service.  A different person 
leads the discussion each week.  This week’s leader is Dave Markowich.  Please contact Carl Peterson for more info. 

 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Jesus Engages Us Today 
I pray your interactions with Jesus around God’s Word have been as rich and full as mine in recent weeks.  Using 
the Right-Side-Up playing cards crafted by our Advent, Christmas and Epiphany Creative Team, I’ve appreciated 
my engagement with Jesus among family members at dinnertime in a new way at home and with church friends 
before our meeting and study times too.   
 

In addition to the playing cards and large print pamphlets available in the Reception office, you can find Focus Bible 
Passage resources online at http://www.engagedbygrace.org/focus-passages/    
 

Keep at it and the Creative Team will be inviting your input as to how we can be supporting those interactions with 
Jesus even more effectively going forward.   – Pastor Steve 
 

GRAB A MINUTE WITH JESUS 
Gather Up ... and Down 
Gather thoughts and share recent Ups and Downs within your daily life. 
 

Read God’s Word where Jesus engages us 
Read the Focus Passage once or twice (a second voice can expand hearing). Ponder and share any wisdom God’s 
Word shines on your Ups and Downs. Talk about thoughts or ideas that arise from the Dialog Questions provided. 
 

ACT in Prayer 
Ask God’s help for others and yourself. 
Confess your selfishness, pride and sin. Thank God for specific blessings in your life. 
 

Bless (a different Blessing Card for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany) Bless one another laying hands on another’s 
head, shoulder, arm or hands. 



Ministry Openings 
There are currently several ministry openings that are immediately available.  If you’d like more information, please 
contact Pastor Steve or Laura Hudson or mark Ministry Opportunity C on the All Good Gifts card.  Openings 
include: Assisting Minister, Offering Counter, Nursery Attendant, and Welcome Center Greeter. 

 
News of Empower Ministries 
Hat & Mitten Tree 
Everyone is invited to contribute warm hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and socks to adorn the tree in the Gathering 
Place.  Donated items will be given to the LSS Food Pantry for distribution in January when they’re needed most.   
 
BREAD – Building Responsibility Equality and Dignity 
An organizational meeting for BREAD, Building Responsibility Equality and Dignity, will be held at Holy Trinity 
on Sunday, January 15 at 11:30 am.  Anyone interested in finding out more about this group and its work in the 
community is invited to attend.  Contact Carl Peterson, Janette MacConnell, or Charlene Maxwell with questions. 
 
Stories of Faith in Action – Where Does My Offering Go? 
Stories of Faith in Action – Your Offering at Work highlights ELCA ministries that span this country and the globe, 
some of which illustrate the way challenges can lead to God-given opportunities. You are part of each of these 
stories – through your faithful, regular offering, a portion of which is used to fund ELCA ministries beyond the 
congregation, which is called Mission Support. Combined with gifts from other ELCA members, Mission Support 
advances the work of your congregation, your synod and the work we do as a wider church. Thank you! 
 

Journeying Toward Unity 
As the 500th anniversary of the Reformation approaches in 2017, Christians in the U.S. and around the world are 
taking steps toward unity.  In the U.S., “Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist” – an ecumenical 
document that marks a pathway toward greater unity between Catholics and Lutherans – was released in Oct. 2015. 
 

“Five hundred years ago, wars were fought over the very issues about which Lutherans and Roman Catholics have 
now achieved consensus,” said ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  “The declaration is so exciting because it 
shows us 32 important points where already we can say there are not church-dividing issues between us, and it gives 
us both hope and direction for the future.”  The statements in the “Declaration on the Way” were received and 
affirmed by the ELCA Conference of Bishops, the ELCA Church Council and the Bishops Committee on 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 

In January 2016, The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
invited Lutheran churches across the world to use a jointly developed Common Prayer in preparation to 
commemorate the Reformation anniversary in 2017. 
 

The piece is the first jointly developed liturgical order prepared by a liturgical task force of the Lutheran Catholic 
Commission on Unity of the LWF and the Pontifical Council.  It is based on the recent study report “From Conflict 
to Communion: Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration of the Reformation in 2017” and is calling Catholic 
and Lutheran communities to joint prayer in this commemoration. 
 

“This common prayer marks a very special moment in our common journey from conflict to communion,” wrote 
Martin Junge, LWF general secretary, and Kurt Koch, Pontifical Council president, in a joint letter to church 
leaders.  “We are grateful for being able to invite you to participate in this journey in witnessing to the grace of God 
in the world.” 
 

A portion of your offering supports national ecumenical work as well as the work of The Lutheran World 
Federation, a global communion of 145 churches in the Lutheran tradition representing more than 72 million 
Christians in 98 countries worldwide.  The ELCA is the communion’s only member church from the United States.  
For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit www.ELCA.org/Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for December 18 - 25, 2016 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
  9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
               

Monday  6:00 pm –  BSA 555 
   

Tuesday  1:00 pm – Card Ministry 
7:00 pm – Beloved Bible Study 
7:00 pm – Habitat for Humanity Steering Committee 

    

Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  12:30 pm – WELCA Mary-Martha Circle I 
   

Thursday 6:30 pm – Bell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Sanctuary Choir 
 

Friday   No Events Scheduled 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 – Christmas Eve 
  4:00 pm – Children’s Candlelight Worship 
  8:00 pm – Candlelight Worship w/Communion & Choirs 
  11:00 pm - Candlelight Worship w/Communion & Choirs 
   

Sunday, December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day 
   9:30 am – Worship with Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – December 2016 
 

Date Time Assisting Ministers Acolytes Nursery 
Attendants 

Lay Reader Ushers Communion 
Assistants 

Bread Bakers Communion 
Ministry Team 

Dec. 
18 

8:30 Ron Benedick Will Gray & 
Regan 
Schirtzinger 

 Becky 
Warnement 

Matt Sharp,  
Jeff Warnement 

Peter & Dan 
Brooks VanFossen 

VanFossen & 
Hunter 

 10:30 Sue Eubanks Evelyn 
Thomas & 
Annie Cucksey 

Allyson & 
David 
Wessells 

Ann Trenary Paul Kruse, 
Dale Svendsen, 
A & D Trenary 

Herb & 
Janet 
Maxwell 

 
 

Dec. 
24 

8pm Ron Benedick Emma & Chris 
Schueler 

 Debbie Cochran Jim Henderson, 
B & B Campbell, 
Peter Nichols 

AC & Ryan 
Cochran Sharp & 

Taylor 

Nichols & 
Riley 
 

 11pm Max Buban Katy Colvin & 
Elizabeth 
Cramer 

  Carroll Neff, 
Benson Ross, 
Doug Myser 

Ann & Dale 
Trenary  

Higbee & 
Tanner 

Dec. 
25 

9:30 Sharon Hamersley   Ann Trenary   
Grabenstatter 

Grabenstatter, 
MacConnell, 
Wilhelm 

 

Financials through November 2016 – Detailed information is available at the Member Services kiosk. 
Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   
Nov. Actual: $ 32,995  $ 40,032    YTD Actual: $428,467 $492,973 
       Budget: $ 43,340  $ 45,723         Budget: $473,470 $514,471          
 

Attendance: December 11, 2016 – 8:30 am – 66; 10:30 am – 162 
Sunday, December 18 Worship Text:  Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
Sunday, December 25 Worship Text:  Isaiah 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff & Office Hours*:  
Pastor: Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool: Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org ) Monday-Friday 8:30am-2:30pm 
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org ) Monday-Thursday 8:30am-12:30pm 
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org )  
 
 


