
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	December	11	-	18,	2016	

	

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule  
  8:30 – Worship with Communion 

   9:30 – Fellowship & Learning Hour 
           10:30 – Worship with Communion/Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 11:30 – Congregational Meeting 
   3:00 – Sisters in the Spirit Cookie Exchange 
   4:00 – Concerts at Holy Trinity 
   7:00 – Sr. High Youth 
 
Current Ministry Opportunities 
Please see the related articles in the body of the newsletter for more information on the opportunities listed below. 

 

v A – I/We would like to contribute poinsettia(s) to beautify the sanctuary on Christmas Eve. 
v B – I/We would like to learn more about helping with current ministry openings. 

 

New This Week 
Jesus Engages Us Today 
I pray your interactions with Jesus around God’s Word have been as rich and full as mine in recent weeks.  Using 
the Right-Side-Up playing cards crafted by our Advent, Christmas and Epiphany Creative Team, I’ve appreciated 
my engagement with Jesus among family members at dinnertime in a new way at home and with church friends 
before our meeting and study times too.   
 

In addition to the playing cards and large print pamphlets available in the Reception office, you can find Focus Bible 
Passage resources online at http://www.engagedbygrace.org/focus-passages/    
 

Keep at it and the Creative Team will be inviting your input as to how we can be supporting those interactions with 
Jesus even more effectively going forward.   – Pastor Steve 
 

GRAB A MINUTE WITH JESUS 
Gather Up ... and Down 
Gather thoughts and share recent Ups and Downs within your daily life. 
 

Read God’s Word where Jesus engages us 
Read the Focus Passage once or twice (a second voice can expand hearing). Ponder and share any wisdom God’s 
Word shines on your Ups and Downs. Talk about thoughts or ideas that arise from the Dialog Questions provided. 
 

ACT in Prayer 
Ask God’s help for others and yourself. 
Confess your selfishness, pride and sin. Thank God for specific blessings in your life. 
 

Bless (a different Blessing Card for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany) Bless one another laying hands on another’s 
head, shoulder, arm or hands. 
 



Congregational Meeting: Sunday, December 11 at 11:30 am 
A brief, congregational meeting for the purpose of electing church council partners will be conducted on Sunday, 
December11 at 11:30 am, immediately following the 10:30 worship service.  The following people have been 
nominated to serve 3-year terms on council: Mark Abell, Zinny Bond, Mike Christman, Bob Kammeyer, Denise 
Meyer, and Doug Roberts.  Brief biographies of the nominees are available at the Reception Window. 
 
Concerts at Holy Trinity 
The next installment of Holy Trinity’s concert series will be Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 pm.  The concert will 
feature holiday music from Minister of Music Joshua Brodbeck, soloist Sherry Hardgrove, and the Delaware 
Community Chorus.  As always, the concert is free and open to the public.  Plan to attend and invite a friend! 
 
Planning Ahead for Christmas  
Invite your friends and family to join us for any of our three worship opportunities on Saturday, December 24: 

• 4 pm – Children’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
• 8 pm – Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service with Choir 
• 11 pm – Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service with Choir  
• AND Sunday, December 25 Christmas morning worship at 9:30 am. 

 
Women of Faith 
Take time from these busy days before Christmas to have lunch with the Women of Faith on December 13 at 11:30 
at The Old Bag of Nails, 2102 Tremont Center (across from Upper Arlington Library). Although we are all women 
of Holy Trinity, we welcome you with your friends.  There's no agenda; just good fellowship and we would love to 
have you join us.  Please sign up at the table in the Gathering Place to let us know you are coming.  
  
Bishop Dillahunt and Dr. Huber to lead new Reformation-themed courses 
As we continue to observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Southern Ohio Synod Lay School of 
Theology is proud to announce the 2017 Winter-Spring courses being offered at our Chillicothe and Dayton 
campuses. These courses are open to all lay people and are directly connected to our understanding of the 
Reformation and its impact on our lives today. 
 

'This is Most Certainly True: Experiencing Martin Luther’s Small Catechism for Today' is being offered at the 
Dayton Campus at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Kettering. The instructor is our own bishop, The Rev. Suzanne 
Darcy Dillahunt. Registration deadline is January 10, 2017. 
 

'Reformation Then and Now' is being offered at the Chillicothe Campus at Calvary Lutheran Church, Chillicothe. 
The instructor is Dr. Don Huber, Ph.D. Registration deadline is February 1, 2017. 
 

The courses present an opportunity for students to enrich the fabric of their faith life; to gain more understanding of 
how God has been, and is still, at work in the lives of people of every age through his Word.  Qualified instructors 
teach courses that are geared for people-in-the-pew and for people already in the position of Lay Worship Leader. 
 

A separate registration form for each course can be downloaded below or found at the Collection & Signup Corner 
in the Gathering Place.  Detailed information of the place, class dates and times can be found on the flyers.  
 

2017 Dayton Winter-spring Lay School with Bishop Dillahunt  
http://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/asset_manager/get_file/143383?ver=121 
 

2017 Chillicothe Winter-Spring Lay School with Dr. Huber  
http://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/asset_manager/get_file/143384?ver=51 
 

Nancy Hoffman is registrar for both courses.  When sending your registration, please be sure you are sending the 
correct form for the course you want to attend. Make your check or money order payable to Southern Ohio Synod. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
It’s December and preparations for Christmas are underway.  Unfortunately, for some, this is a period of great stress, 
inadequate sleep, and too much busyness.  Is this what Advent is all about?  Jesus said, “Here I am!  I stand at the 
door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with Me” 
(Revelation 3:20).  What a pleasant request!  Shut the door of the world.  Open the door of your heart.  Enjoy 
fellowship with Jesus!  For more information on stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 614-771-9460 or 
maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 



Stories of Faith in Action – Where Does My Offering Go? 
Stories of Faith in Action – Your Offering at Work highlights ELCA ministries that span this country and the globe, 
some of which illustrate the way challenges can lead to God-given opportunities. You are part of each of these 
stories – through your faithful, regular offering, a portion of which is used to fund ELCA ministries beyond the 
congregation, which is called Mission Support. Combined with gifts from other ELCA members, Mission Support 
advances the work of your congregation, your synod and the work we do as a wider church. Thank you! 
 

Journeying Toward Unity 
As the 500th anniversary of the Reformation approaches in 2017, Christians in the U.S. and around the world are 
taking steps toward unity.  In the U.S., “Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist” – an ecumenical 
document that marks a pathway toward greater unity between Catholics and Lutherans – was released in Oct. 2015. 
 

“Five hundred years ago, wars were fought over the very issues about which Lutherans and Roman Catholics have 
now achieved consensus,” said ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  “The declaration is so exciting because it 
shows us 32 important points where already we can say there are not church-dividing issues between us, and it gives 
us both hope and direction for the future.”  The statements in the “Declaration on the Way” were received and 
affirmed by the ELCA Conference of Bishops, the ELCA Church Council and the Bishops Committee on 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 

In January 2016, The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
invited Lutheran churches across the world to use a jointly developed Common Prayer in preparation to 
commemorate the Reformation anniversary in 2017. 
 

The piece is the first jointly developed liturgical order prepared by a liturgical task force of the Lutheran Catholic 
Commission on Unity of the LWF and the Pontifical Council.  It is based on the recent study report “From Conflict 
to Communion: Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration of the Reformation in 2017” and is calling Catholic 
and Lutheran communities to joint prayer in this commemoration. 
 

“This common prayer marks a very special moment in our common journey from conflict to communion,” wrote 
Martin Junge, LWF general secretary, and Kurt Koch, Pontifical Council president, in a joint letter to church 
leaders.  “We are grateful for being able to invite you to participate in this journey in witnessing to the grace of God 
in the world.” 
 

A portion of your offering supports national ecumenical work as well as the work of The Lutheran World 
Federation, a global communion of 145 churches in the Lutheran tradition representing more than 72 million 
Christians in 98 countries worldwide.  The ELCA is the communion’s only member church from the United States.  
For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit www.ELCA.org/Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action 

 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Diane Whalen, anticipating surgery next week 
Peg Timm, dealing with multiple health issues 
 

Prayers for Our Members:   
Clara Banas, infant daughter of David Banas & Jennifer Middleton 
Pat Crowell 
Carol Stewart 
The Fenner and Yassenoff families 
Claire Christman, 1-year-old daughter of Heidi & Mike Christman 
 

Prayers for Our Families and Friends:  
Vera Oreshina, mother-in-law of Joshua Brodbeck 
Jane DeWitt Baumann, mother of Sue Eubanks 
Lisa Reynolds, neighbor of Susan Poling 
Paul Caldwell, husband of long-time friend of Elizabeth Garlock  
Miriam Ruff, friend of Shirley Boyd 
Phil Minnick, organ tuner for Holy Trinity  
Meg McDonald, friend of Jenny Peters’ son and daughter-in-law 
Dave Grabenstatter, brother of Tom Grabenstatter 
Nikki Murphy, friend of Ron Benedick 
Elza Lucia Henry, child of Pat Gladman’s niece and nephew  
Brian Reece, former student of Debbie Cochran 
Patty & Gene Uhrig, friends of Herb & Janet Maxwell  



Peter Lindbergh, visiting choir member 
Dick Moorhead, father of Susan Poling-Jones 
Carol Saufley, sister of Miriam Ringquist 
Terry Madden, friend of Herb and Janet Maxwell 
Melissa Nelson, niece of Chris Grabenstatter, and her family  
Mary Boyer, friend of the Schuelers  
Pamela and Ryan Adams, daughter and son-in-law of Barbara Keller  
Joan Doerr, friend of Max and Francine Buban  
Lynda Krieger, aunt of Leah Forts 
Rebecca Reynolds, niece of Janet Maxwell  
Kirk Goslee, family member of Janette MacConnell 
Sharon DeVrou, friend of Bill Eubanks  
Larry Behum, Setterlins’ neighbor 
Gary Wright, son of Hazel Wright 
Andy Nelson, nephew of Chris Grabenstatter 
Those affected by natural disasters. The Armed forces, and the innocent victims of war & terror around the world. 
 
Worship Nursery 
A nursery is open and available for young children on Sunday mornings during worship.  It is located off the hallway to 
the left as you leave the sanctuary. Follow the signs or ask one of the ushers if you need help finding it. 
 
Children’s Pages and Activity Bags  
People of all ages are invited to worship at Holy Trinity.  Children’s activity pages for readers and pre-readers are 
located at the Reception Window outside the entrance to the sanctuary.  Activity bags for the youngest among us are 
located in the same vicinity.  Feel free to utilize the materials during worship and return the bags following the service. 
 
Poinsettias 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary on Christmas Eve, please mark Ministry 
Opportunity A on the All Good Gifts card or signup at the Collection & Signup Corner.  The cost is $8 per plant. 
 
Sunday Scripture Discussion 
Meeting Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:25, in the church library, with lively discussion, teaching and fellowship, deepen 
your understanding of the gospel, epistle, and Old Testament readings of the day’s worship service.  A different person 
leads the discussion each week.  This week’s leader is Roy Truemper.  Next week’s leader is Dave Markowich.  Please 
contact Carl Peterson for more information.  

 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Lunch and Learn with Pastor Emlyn Ott 
On Thursday, December 15 the Men’s Group of Holy Trinity is sponsoring a Lunch and Learn event featuring 
Pastor Emlyn Ott.  Pastor Ott will center her remarks on a book by Diana Butler Bass entitled “Grounded: Finding 
God in the World, a Spiritual Revolution”.  The book examines traditional approaches to the presentation of the 
Christian message against a narrative that features alternative ways of presenting that message.  In this context, we 
are looking for ideas to help understand why many young people do not participate in congregational worship and 
church community life, despite having been exposed to Christian education in early childhood through confirmation. 
 

All interested MEN and WOMEN are invited to attend.  Lunch will be at Joey Chang’s Chinese Restaurant in the 
Mill Run Shopping Center (3799 Ridge Mill Dr.) commencing at 11:45.  Mr. Chang will serve a variety of 
appetizers and main courses family style for a fixed price of $16 per person, which includes the meal, beverage, 
taxes and tip.  Please let Dick Boettcher know in person or by email at boettcher.1@osu.edu if you plan to attend so 
that the restaurant can be prepared for us. 
 
Welcome New Members 
The following people were received as members of Holy Trinity on December 4.  Please introduce yourself!  
Terry & Mary Ann Erdmann; Beverly Farrell; Bruce & Elizabeth Hoffman w/Nicholas, Peter & Andrew; David & 
Tara Krohe w/Gus & Nash; Lois Spurlock; Lindsey Tobias; and David & Allyson Wessells w/Claire & Emily. 
 

(Updated membership directories are available at the Reception window.)   
 
 



Ministry Openings 
There are currently several ministry openings that are immediately available.  If you’d like more information, please 
contact Pastor Steve or Laura Hudson or mark Ministry Opportunity B on the All Good Gifts card.  Openings 
include: Assisting Minister, Offering Counter, Nursery Attendant, and Welcome Center Greeter. 
 
Library News 
New Additions to Holy Trinity’s Library 
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 
A feel-good story in the spirit of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Fredrik 
Backman’s novel about the angry old man next door is a thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has 
on countless others. “If there was an award for ‘Most Charming Book of the Year,’ this first novel by a Swedish 
blogger-turned-overnight-sensation would win hands down” (Booklist, starred review). 
 

Not Without My Daughter by Betty Mahmoody 
In August 1984, Michigan housewife Betty Mahmoody accompanied her husband to his native Iran for a two-week 
vacation.  To her horror, she found herself and her four-year-old daughter, Mahtob, virtual prisoners of a man 
rededicated to his Shiite Moslem faith, in a land where women are near-slaves and Americans are despised.  Their 
only hope for escape lay in a dangerous underground that would not take her child... (Amazon)  A thrilling read.   
 

Love Never Ends by Elizabeth von Trapp (CD) 
If you were lucky enough to attend Elizabeth’s concert last month at Holy Trinity, you know you’re in for a treat 
when you hear Elizabeth’s clear and enchanting voice, not to mention her song-writing skills!  She has put to music 
some of the Bible’s memorable verses in such a way that touches the soul of the listener.  Definitely worth a listen. 
 

Advent Resources for You 
As you journey through the Advent season, you can find additional resources for everyone in the family - storybooks 
as well as devotional activities to enhance your Advent experience.  Look for the library cart in the Gathering Place. 
 
Beacons Bazaar Extended 
The Beacons sewing group will have their annual Christmas Knick-Knack table available for contributions to their 
budget for fabric and supplies on Sunday, December 11.  Thanks for your support of Beacons! 

 
News of Empower Ministries 
Christmas Basket Project 
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share 
with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” (Luke 3:10-11) 
 

With your help, over 400 families with 1,000+ children had a brighter Christmas in 2015!  Your generosity makes 
such a difference each year and we’re hoping you’ll join again in this important project! 
 

A collection bin has been set up in the Fellowship Hall for new, unwrapped toys for the kids.  Toys for older teens 
are in greatest need – footballs, basketballs, dartboards, and small electronics as well as bath sets/perfume sets, 
purses, and jewelry are welcome.  Board games are good, too---- but toys for any age are greatly appreciated!!!  Not 
sure what to buy or running short on time?  We'll gladly accept cash donations and do the shopping for you! 
 

If you're able to pick up any of the following while you're at the grocery, your donation will be gratefully accepted! 
canned soup         peanut butter        boxes of cereal 
canned fruit boxes of pasta      spaghetti sauce 
canned vegetables 
 

Now – December 12th          Drop off new, unwrapped toys in the tubs located in the Gathering Place 
Thursday, December 15th    Cookie decorating at 4:00 pm – come join the fun of decorating about 1,200 cookies! 
Saturday, December 17th     9:30-11:00 am   Assemble Christmas Baskets at Boulevard Presbyterian 
Sunday, December 18th       12:30 pm - Deliver Christmas Baskets  

 (pick up baskets & directions at Boulevard for approximately 4 homes inside I-270)  
 

BREAD – Building Responsibility Equality and Dignity 
An organizational meeting for BREAD, Building Responsibility Equality and Dignity, will be held at Holy Trinity 
on Sunday, January 15 at 11:30 am.  Anyone interested in finding out more about this group and its work in the 
community is invited to attend.  Contact Carl Peterson, Janette MacConnell, or Charlene Maxwell with questions. 
 
 



Hat & Mitten Tree 
Everyone is invited to contribute warm hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and socks to adorn the tree in the Gathering 
Place.  Donated items will be given to the LSS Food Pantry for distribution in January when they’re needed most.   
 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for December 11 - 18, 2016 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 – Third Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
  9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion/Children’s Christmas Pageant 

11:30 am – Congregational Meeting 
  3:00 pm – Sisters in the Spirit Cookie Exchange 
  4:00 pm – Concerts at Holy Trinity 
               

Monday  6:00 pm –  BSA 555 
   

Tuesday  11:30 am – Women of Faith 
7:00 pm – Beloved Bible Study 

    

Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  1:30 pm – WELCA Esther Circle II 
  7:00 pm – Church Council 
   

Thursday 5:30 pm – Supper at Church 
  6:00 pm – Children’s Choir  
  6:30 pm – Bell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Sanctuary Choir 
 

Friday   4:00 pm – Higbee Wedding Rehearsal 
 

Saturday 9:30 am – Yoga  
  3:00 pm – Higbee Wedding 
   

Sunday, December 18, 2016 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   8:30 am – Worship with Communion 
   9:30 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:30 am – Worship with Communion 
 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – December 2016 
Date Time Assisting Ministers Acolytes Nursery 

Attendants 
Lay Reader Ushers Communion 

Assistants 
Bread Bakers Communion 

Ministry Team 
Dec. 
11 

8:30 Sharon Hamersley Claire & Nora 
Kramer 

Macala 
Schirtzinger 

Becky 
Warnement 

John Gray, 
Alan Gaulke 

Jeff & Cate 
Warnement Warnements Perry & 

Warnement  
 10:30 Max Buban Quinn Caldwell 

& Sam Favret 
 Elli Cucksey Skip Duncan, 

Peter Ward, 
Brian Barrett 

Pete Nichols 
& Jeff 
Sammons 

 
 

Dec. 
18 

8:30 Ron Benedick Will Gray & 
Regan 
Schirtzinger 

 Debbie Cochran Matt Sharp,  
Jeff Warnement 

Peter & Dan 
Brooks VanFossen 

VanFossen & 
Hunter 

 10:30 Sue Eubanks Evelyn 
Thomas & 
Annie Cucksey 

Allyson & 
David 
Wessells 

Ann Trenary Paul Kruse, 
Dale Svendsen, 
A & D Trenary 

Herb & 
Janet 
Maxwell 

 
 

Dec. 
24 

8pm Ron Benedick Emma & Chris 
Schueler 

 Debbie Cochran Jim Henderson, 
B & B Campbell, 
Peter Nichols 

AC & Ryan 
Cochran Sharp & 

Taylor 

Nichols & 
Riley 
 

 11pm Max Buban Katy Colvin & 
Elizabeth 
Cramer 

  Carroll Neff, 
Benson Ross, 
Doug Myser 

Ann & Dale 
Trenary  

Higbee & 
Tanner 

Dec. 
25 

9:30 Sharon Hamersley   Ann Trenary   
Grabenstatter 

Grabenstatter, 
MacConnell, 
Wilhelm 

 

Financials through October 2016 – Detailed information is available at the Member Services kiosk. 
Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   
Oct. Actual: $ 54,504  $ 41,373    YTD Actual: $395,473 $452,940 
       Budget: $ 43,340  $ 45,723         Budget: $430,130 $468,748          
 

Attendance: December 4, 2016 – 8:30 am – 69; 10:30 am – 162 
Sunday, December 11 Worship Text:  Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
Sunday, December 18 Worship Text:  Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 


