
 
Ministry	  Announcements	  for	  the	  week	  of	  November	  8	  -‐	  15,	  2015	  

	  

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
    8:30 - Worship with Communion 
    9:30 - Sunday School/Sunday Scripture Discussion 

10:30 - Worship with Communion 
11:45 – Open Forum for Same-sex Marriage 
  4:00 - Concert Series - The Scioto Ridge Boys 
  7:00 – Catechism/Sr. High Youth Group 

          
Current Ministry Opportunities 
Please see the related articles in the body of the newsletter for more information on the opportunities listed below. 

 

v A - I/We would like to have the online signup tool emailed to me at the address listed on the card. 
v B – I/We suggest the person named on the card serve a 3-year term on Church Council. 
v C - I/We would like more information about the Prayer Team for Same-sex Wedding Discernment. 

 
New This Week 
November is time for Thankoffering 
For Women of the ELCA, the Thankoffering tradition is one of our foundations.  For more than 100 years, Lutheran 
women have given thanks to God and dollars to mission through Thankoffering.  Holy Trinity WELCA will 
celebrate Thankoffering Sunday on November 8.  Our guest preacher will be Dr. Cheryl Peterson from Trinity 
Seminary (see bio on page 2).  All contributions will be sent to WELCA to provide crucial support for ministries 
that include Gather magazine and Bible study; leadership development; support for new units; spiritual gifts 
programming; ministry resources about women’s health, human trafficking, faith practices, and more; racial justice 
training; advocacy for women and children; outreach through social media; and partnerships with other Christian 
women’s organizations. The impact of these ministries is multiplied over and over, expanding the reach of your 
Thankoffering and our shared response to God’s love.  Last year Holy Trinity sent $2,145 to support Women of the 
ELCA church-wide ministries.  We hope to continue that tradition this year.  All loose offering collected on Nov. 8, 
as well as any special offering you make, will be included in our gift. Thank you for your continued support.  
 
WELCA Bible Study 
The November Bible Study will investigate what it means to have a faithful balance in life’s rhythms - fast and slow.  It 
will help us to grow even as we age, and help us reaffirm the goodness of time as a gift from God.  Join us on Tuesday, 
November 24 at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Library as we look to the book of Luke for help. 
 
Saturday Night Adult Fellowship (SNAF) 
SNAF will meet on Saturday, November 14 at 6pm the home of Dave & Marge Markowich, 3063 White Bark Place.  
Appetizer and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a potluck dish to share.  The program will be travels to Hungary, 
Serbia, and Croatia.  Please sign up at the Collection & Signup Corner if you plan to attend. 



2015 ThankOffering Preacher:  Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson  
The Women of the ELCA at Holy Trinity are pleased to welcome Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson of Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary to serve as the preacher for our ThankOffering worship services at 8:30 and 10:30, Sunday, November 8. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson is associate professor of systematic theology at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 
Columbus, Ohio.  She is a native Ohioan, who was born in the greater Cleveland area and grew up in Worthington. 
She received the Ph.D. in theology from Marquette University, Milwaukee in 2004, the M.Div. from the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago in 1991, and the B.A. from Wittenberg University, Springfield, Ohio, in 1986.  
Before joining Trinity's faculty in 2005, she served as co-pastor with her husband, the Rev. Dr. Charles Peterson, of 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (2000-2005) and as pastor of First English Lutheran Church in 
Tyrone, Pennsylvania (1991-1997). She is the author of Who is the Church? An Ecclesiology for the Twenty-First 
Century (Fortress Press, 2013) and numerous articles and books chapters. She was recently appointed to the 
Lutheran World Federation International Dialogue Commission with the Pentecostals. Her current research focuses 
on the role of the Holy Spirit in the Christian life. She and her husband Chuck live in Columbus with their 
menagerie of pets. She enjoys traveling, folk music, and weightlifting. 
 
Going, Going, Gone! 
How much would you bid for a delicious dessert for your 
Thanksgiving meal – and not have to bake it yourself?  Sunday, 
November 8 through Saturday, November 21, stop by the tables in 
the Gathering Space and place your bids on delectable desserts up 
for auction.  Holy Trinity’s Youth Groups are again hosting this 
Sweet Silent Auction to raise funds for their 2016 trip to 
Germany.  Bid on several of your favorite sweets to increase your 
chance of winning.  Be sure to check back often to increase your 
bid – let the fun begin!  Winners can pick up their goodies around 
service times on Sunday, November 22nd, and enjoy on 
Thanksgiving (if you can wait!)! 
 
Concert at Holy Trinty – Scioto Ridge Boys 
The next installment of Concerts at Holy Trinity will feature the Scioto Ridge Boys singing a collection of gospel 
and barbershop-style medleys.  Please join us on Sunday, November 8 at 4:00 pm for an enjoyable afternoon! 
 
Women of Faith 
The next gathering of Women of Faith will be Tuesday, November 10 at 11:30 am at Spagio in Grandview.  All 
women are invited to attend for lunch and fellowship.  Please sign up in the Gathering Place if you can make it. 
 
Christmas Basket Collection 
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share 
with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” (Luke 3:10-11) 
With your help, over 400 families with 1,000+ children had a brighter Christmas in 2014!  In fact, Holy Trinity was 
able to contribute 187 toys, several tubs of nonperishable food items and 1,080 decorated cookies in our annual 
partnership with Boulevard Presbyterian that truly benefits our less fortunate neighbors inside of I-270.  Your 
generosity makes such a difference each year and we’re hoping you’ll join again in this important project! 
 

A collection bin has been set up outside the sanctuary for new, unwrapped toys for the kids.  Toys for older teens are 
in greatest need - For example-footballs and basketballs, dartboards, and small electronics are good for the teen 
boys. Bath sets/perfume sets, purses, jewelry are nice for teen girls. Board games are good, too---- but toys for any 
age are greatly appreciated!!! 
 

Please stay tuned for information on nonperishable food items we’ll collect this season!  See below for the 
dates/times of fun events that make this project so successful – we hope to see you there! 
 

Now – December 9th      Anytime   Drop off new, unwrapped toys in the tubs located outside the sanctuary 
December 16 & 17th       4:30pm   Cookie decorating – come join in on the fun of decorating over 1,000 cookies! 
December 18th                6:00-7:00 pm   Taping boxes & packaging cookies at Boulevard Presbyterian 
December 19th                9:30-11:00 am   Assemble Christmas Baskets at Boulevard Presbyterian 
December 20th                12:30 pm    Deliver Christmas Baskets (pick up baskets at Boulevard Presbyterian &  
     directions for approximately 4 homes) 
 
 



Lancaster Chorale led by Familiar Friend 
Nationally recognized choral conductor, composer/arranger and choral music educator Stephen Caracciolo was 
recently appointed artistic director of Lancaster, Ohio’s Lancaster Chorale.  (He also happens to be a former member 
of Holy Trinity.)  Dr. Caracciolo is assistant professor of Music in Choral Conducting at University of Maryland 
Baltimore County (UMBC). Recognized for his passionate artistry and creative teaching, he instructs conducting, 
voice and choral-related courses.  On Sunday, Nov. 29 at 4:00 pm, Dr. Caracciolo will lead the Lancaster Chorale in 
In Dulci Jubilo – Carols & motets for Christmas at St. Mary of the Assumption, 132 S. High Street, Lancaster, OH.  
Everyone is invited.  Please sign up in the Gathering Place if you’d like to explore the possibility of carpooling. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
As Christians, we can, in Christ, share His love with others through our good acts.  God has chosen and equipped us 
to be God’s instruments of support, service, and compassion.  As C.S. Lewis wrote, “Good and evil both increase at 
compound interest.  That is why the little decisions you and I make every day are of such infinite importance.  The 
smallest good act today is the capture of a strategic point from which, a few months later, you may be able to go on 
to victories you never dreamed of.”  In essence, God uses the small things that we do and multiplies them into 
something significant.  Paul wrote, “Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to God’s power that is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20).   For more information on stewardship, please 
contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 

 
News of Invite Ministries   
New Prayer Concerns: 
Pastor David Markowich, dealing with health issues 
Bill Kielmeyer, friend of Shirley Boyd, diagnosed with a brain tumor and awaiting surgery 
David Buchanan, friend of Herb and Janet Maxwell, hospitalized at Children’s 
The Kevin Yowell family, co-worker of the Maxwells, whose wife Leslyn was killed in a car accident 
Elijah Dunn, 4-month-old grandson of Herb and Janet Maxwell, anticipating surgery 
Virginia King, 95-year-old friend of Elizabeth Garlock 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
H.R. McCurdy, recovered from a recent hospitalization 
Ella Dunn, granddaughter of Herb and Janet Maxwell, whose test results were negative 
 

Prayers for Our Members:   
Betty Sauer, undergoing physical therapy at Mill Run  
Karen Colvin, hospitalized at Riverside  
H.R. McCurdy, recovering from a recent hospitalization  
Jack and Dot Wheatley, recovering from falls  
Karen Moody, recovering from a medical procedure 
Barbara Dougherty, dealing with the effects of Parkinson’s Disease  
Nancy Ross, recovering from a broken hip  
Chris Colgan, recovering from a pulmonary embolism 
Julius & Mary Nemeth, home recovering from surgeries 
Peg Timm, dealing with multiple medical issues      
The Gage family, dealing with the loss of their son and brother 
Heidi and Mike Christman and newborn Claire, dealing with Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome 
 

Prayers for Our Families and Friends:  
Melissa Nelson, niece of Chris Grabenstatter, and her family  
Mary Boyer, friend of the Schuelers  
Neve Bowden, 4-year-old daughter of Krissy Malatesta’s friend, Maggie  
Alan Greiner, brother of Barbara Keller  
Pamela and Ryan Adams, daughter and son-in-law of Barbara Keller  
Ken Parker, husband of Celeste Chappell-Bates’s cousin 
Rebekah Spicuglia, friend of Celeste Chappell-Bates  
Joan Doerr, friend of Max and Francine Buban  
Buss Ransom, neighbor of Gavin & Alice Larrimer  
Larry Todt, cousin of Shirley Boyd  
Doug Campbell, friend of Gail and Dallas Smith  
Dick Moorhead, father of Susan Poling-Jones 
Gene Murphy, friend of Barb Campbell 



Marilyn Read, mother of former Holy Trinity bookkeeper Lou Ann Doub 
Lynda Krieger, aunt of Leah Forts 
Cathy Copley, friend of Elizabeth Sammons  
Rebecca Reynolds, niece of Janet Maxwell  
Kirk Goslee, family member of Janette MacConnell 
Sharon DeVrou, friend of Bill Eubanks  
Larry Behum, Setterlins’ neighbor 
Arlene Madden, friend of Janet Maxwell  
Gary Wright, son of Hazel Wright 
Lou Shore, sister-in-law of Carol Stewart 
Andy Nelson, nephew of Chris Grabenstatter 
Those affected by natural disasters. The Armed forces, and the innocent victims of war & terror around the world. 
 
Worship Nursery 
A staffed nursery is available for young children on Sunday mornings during worship.  It is located off the hallway to the 
left as you leave the sanctuary. Follow the signs or ask one of the ushers if you need help finding it. 
 
Children’s Pages and Activity Bags  
People of all ages are invited to worship at Holy Trinity.  Children’s activity pages for readers and pre-readers are 
located at the Reception Window outside the entrance to the sanctuary.  Activity bags for the youngest among us are 
located in the same vicinity.  Feel free to utilize the materials during worship and return the bags following the service. 
 
Council Seeking Nominations 
The Nominating Committee is developing a slate of candidates to serve 3-year terms on Church Council.  All confirmed 
members in good standing are eligible.  All voting members of Holy Trinity are welcome to suggest candidates 
(including yourself) to any member of the Nominating Committee or by marking Ministry Opportunity B and writing 
their names on the back of the All Good Gifts card.    
 
Invitation to Discuss the Mission of Holy Trinity and Same-sex Weddings 
Given the Supreme Court's recent decision recognizing same-sex marriage in the United States and the first same-
sex wedding inquiry directed to Holy Trinity, Council has been working since summer on a process to consider the 
matter of same-sex weddings within our mission to Invite All ~ Transform Each ~ Serve Christ Together.  The 
first step in that process, even before sharing personal perspectives among Council members themselves, is a series 
of Open Forums for the congregation to engage the discussion according to the prompt outlined below. 
 

At each Open Forum to discuss this topic, each participant will have opportunity to: 
• offer personal perspectives and beliefs on what our mission calls us to do, 
• listen to the perspectives and beliefs of our brothers and sisters in Christ,  
• submit perspectives and beliefs in writing for a Council member to read aloud if that is more comfortable, and 
• explore together any questions that arise during the dialog. 
  

The Open Forums will convene in the sanctuary at the following dates and times: 
• Saturday, November 7 at 10:00am 
• Sunday, November 8 at 11:45am 
• Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00pm 
 

In order to include all those who want to participate, please let me know if you are not available for any of these 
dates, and we will work to arrange a fourth Open Forum.  At least six members of Council will be present at each 
Forum in order to hear the Holy Spirit’s work in our congregation as fully as possible before responding to the topic. 
 

You may also contribute to this process by joining the Prayer Team which Council member Julie Hallas is 
convening to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in this process.  You may indicate your interest to learn more about the 
Prayer Team by marking Ministry Opportunity C on the All Good Gifts card or at the Collection & Sign-up Corner 
in the Gathering Space.  
 

As part of the dialog, Pastor Steve has prepared his theological perspective on the topic as well.  While he will share 
his perspective among the others offered at each Open Forum, you may also get a copy at the Reception Counter or 
by contacting the church office. 
 

Council looks forward to listening to your vital perspectives as we gather together in the unity of the Jesus’ saving 
cross to discern our calling on this important topic.  May God continue to bless us in this process. 
 

With Peace, Roy Truemper, Council President  rtruemper1230@gmail.com, 614-653-1456   



Prompt for Open Forums on the Mission of Holy Trinity and Same-sex Weddings 
As the congregation discusses the matter of same-sex weddings as part of our current marriage ministry, we do so 
within the following context: 
• Many at Holy Trinity, including Council, have participated in the ELCA-wide dialog on human sexuality: 
◦  including a series of three studies which began in 2000 and  
◦  culminating at the 2009 Church-wide Assembly with a decision to entrust matters of ministry related to                          

same-sex relationships to the discernment of individual congregations.   
• In the course of those studies, Holy Trinity has come to realize that many of the congregation’s faithful believe  

God is calling the church to wed only different-sex couples, while at the same time many of the congregation’s 
faithful believe God is calling the church to wed both different-sex and same-sex couples. 

• While acknowledging the significance of that theological divergence, the congregation continues its ministry 
together, focused on the unity inspired by its broader mission in service to the Gospel of Christ. 

• After the Supreme Court decision recognizing same-sex marriage, Holy Trinity has received its first inquiry about 
performing a same-sex wedding. 

 

In order to inform its response to inquiries about same-sex weddings at Holy Trinity, Council now invites the 
congregation to discuss together whether our mission to Invite All ~ Transform Each ~ Serve Christ Together calls 
us to wed same-sex couples within our current marriage ministry: 
• The Pastor is involved in all weddings at the church. 
• The Pastor conducts marriage preparation sessions with each couple. 
• A wedding coordinator oversees facility use protocols at each wedding.  
 

Whatever the response related to same-sex weddings within our mission, we are called to understand and respect 
that Holy Trinity remains a congregation of faithful people with diverse views on this and other matters of ministry.  
 
Sunday Scripture Discussion 
Meeting Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:25 am in the church library, with lively discussion, teaching and fellowship, deepen 
your understanding of the gospel, epistle, and Old Testament readings of the day’s worship service. The class is led by a 
different person each week.  This week’s leader is Ken Sauer. Future leaders are:11/15 –Dorothy Cameron; 11/22 –  
Juli Nichols; and 11/29 – Sharon Kokot.  Contact Carl Peterson or Genie Craven for more information. 

 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Hat and Mitten Tree 
Holy Trinity’s Knitting Group and the Preschool are sponsoring the HAT AND MITTEN TREE again this year.  Warm 
hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and socks will be collected to adorn the tree in the Gathering Place in December.  All 
donated items will subsequently be sent to the LSS Food Pantry on Frebis Avenue for distribution during January.  
Thanks in advance for your participation! 
 
Beacons Christmas Sale 
The Beacons sewing group is preparing for their Christmas sale and quilt raffle to be held Sunday, December 6 after both 
worship services.  Raffle tickets will be available 11/1 - 12/15 for $1 each or 6 for $5.  The quilt will be on display in the 
Gathering Place until the winner is drawn on December 16.  Proceeds will go to Lutheran World Relief Project CARE 
which pays for shipping of quilts and kits to places where they are most-needed. Thanks for your participation! 
Meeting Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:20 am in the church library, with lively discussion, teaching and fellowship, deepen 
your understanding of the gospel, epistle, and Old Testament readings of the day’s worship service. The class is led by a 
different person each week.  This week’s leader is Janice Peterson.  Contact Carl Peterson for more information. 

 
News of Empower Ministries 
Women of the ELCA Thankoffering Harvest 
The month of November has again been designated for our Thankoffering Harvest here at Holy Trinity.  A wheelbarrow 
will be in the Gathering Place and will remain there through Sunday, November 22 as a receptacle for non-perishable 
foods that will be donated to Lutheran Social Services’ Frebis & Champion Ave. Food Pantry.  The most urgent need is 
for Holiday Food as well as family-friendly items such as: 

• Macaroni & Cheese   ●    Stuffing Mix 
• Peanut Butter & Jelly   ●    Canned Fruit 
• Instant Potatoes    ●    Canned Vegetables 
• Canned Sweet Potatoes   ●    Money to Buy Turkeys (checks to LSS Food Pantries) 

 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for November 8 - 15, 2015 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2015  
    8:30 am - Worship with Communion 
    9:30 am - Learning & Fellowship, Scripture Discussion 
  10:30 am - Worship with Communion 
  11:45 am - Open Forum for Same Sex Marriage Discernment 
    4:00 pm – Holy Trinity Concert Series, The Scioto Ridge Boys 
    7:00 pm – Catechism & Sr. High Youth 
  

Monday    6:00 pm - BSA Troop 555 
 

Tuesday    8:00 am - Men’s Spiritual Discussion 
   11:30 am - Women of Faith 
    7:00 pm - WELCA Esther Circle II 
    7:00 pm - Beloved Group 
    7:00 pm - Open Forum for Same Sex Marriage Discernment 
     

Wednesday  10:30 am - Preacher’s Bible Study 
    6:45 pm - Olentangy Valley Doll Club 
     

Thursday   5:30 pm - Supper @ Church  
 6:30 pm - AA Meeting 
 6:00 pm - Children’s Choir 

   6:30 pm - Bell Choir 
   7:00 pm - Bible Study 
   7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir 
  

Friday    No Events Scheduled 
 

Saturday   9:30 am – Yoga 
  12:00 pm – Baby Shower 
   6:00 pm – Saturday Night Adult Fellowship 
 

Sunday, November 15, 2015 
   8:30 am - Worship with Communion 
   9:30 am - Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:30 am - Worship with Communion 
   7:00 pm - Catechism/Sr. High Youth 
 

       Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – November 2015 
Date Time Welcome 

Center 
Assisting Ministers Acolytes Nursery 

Attendants 
Lay Reader Ushers Communion 

Assistants 
Bread Bakers Communion 

Ministry Team 
Nov. 
8 

8:30  Sharon Hamersley Lucas Shelley 
TBD 

Cate Warnement 
& Hannah Meyer 

Laura 
Hudson 

Roy 
Truemper & 
John 
Quarles 

 

Dyann Taylor 

Duncan & 
Michael 

Nov. 
8 

10:30 Bob & Barb 
Campbell & 
Jon 
Scheiderer 

Peg Steele Annie Cucksey 
Evelyn Thomas 

Elli Wachtman & 
Natalie Amling 

Paula or 
Dave Fenner 

Group 2 Peter Ward & 
Deb Bickford  

 

Nov. 
15 

8:30  TJ Lynch   Becky 
Warnement 

Matt Sharp, 
Jeff 
Warnement 
Dave Fenner 

 

Warnements 

Perry & 
Warnement 

Nov. 
15 

10:30  Max Buban  Annika Joy Beth Myser Group 3 Peg Steele 
Susan 
Setterlin 

 
 

To view future service opportunities or signup online, go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44a8aa29a7ff2-worship 
Please contact Director for Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson if you prefer to have the link emailed to you. 
 

Financials through September 2015 - For detailed information, financial reports are available at the Member Services kiosk. 
 

Operating Fund 
Contributions: Receipts  Expenses   Contributions: Receipts  Expenses 
Sept.  Actual: $  29,426 $ 46,774    YTD  Actual: $344,073 $375,449 
        Budget: $  40,733 $ 42,627           Budget: $391,020 $394,643 
 

Attendance: November 1, 2015: 8:30 am - 65; 10:30 am - 136 
Next Week’s Worshipping Text: Daniel 12: 1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 
 

The Holy Trinity Staff & Office Hours*:  
Pastor: Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool: Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org ) Monday-Friday 8:30am-2:30pm 
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org ) Monday-Thursday 8:30am-12:30pm 
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org )  
*other hours available by appointment 


